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A PL LAIN 


| RELATION 


| Of the Late _©.« 


| Action at Sea, / 


Between the 


Fo [ENGLISH & DUTCH, and the FRENCH 


bY FLEETS 
[3 From June 22. to. July 5, bſt: 


I |. WITH 

| /-. Reflections | 
| © THEREUPON, | 
| | And upon the 1 
1} 


|| Preſent State of the N ation. 


TOGETHER WITH 


A Preparation for Death, and a Perf; paſive to Criminals ts do | | 
| Riobr to therr Countrey ; and a Specimen of 4 BILL for 
Y Kelormation of Manners, drawn he the Bilops, and men- 
, - tioned in the following RefleQions. 
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| " LONDON, 
Printed far John Harris at the Harrow in the 
Poultrey, MDCXC. 


FM "By whom alſo is -So!4 A Compleat ColleFion of the late Writings of the fame Author, | 
*v{ as, The true Engliſþ Government, &c. RefleFtions upon the laſt Tears Occurrences, Ke, : 
An Apology for Mr. Stafford, &c. an others for the Service of the Pablick, ] 


. 
KD Sl. + aa. hte 
—_—_——— 2d _ ATT AL oontld 


—_— 


* 
DT — — hn. —_—__—_—__——_— 
L— 
: 
4 - 


; 
f 


READER, 


| Hoever thou art, it thou knoweſt ir 
not already, know, that the Author 
of theſe Papers is a lincere Friend 
and hearty Welk-wiſher to King 
William .and Queen May,” the preſent Sertlement, 
| theſe Nations, and the Common Caule of the Con- 
federates, as very Juſt and Honourable ; "and no 
Enemy to the late King James, the late Admiral 
Torrmgton, or to the Perſons of any of thoſe whom 
' he believes or ſuſpects to have had an [nfluence in 
the Production of our Dilappointments ; but to 
their Miicarriages only, that they may be duely 
Conrected, Reformed, and the like Prevented for 
the furure : Thar he hath Written nothing malici- 
oully or fallly ro his own Knowledge, but all 
' with great Candour and Integrity for the Service 
| A 2 of 


To the Reader. 


of God, the Good of his Countrey, the Promotion 
of this Great and Righteous Common Cauſe; againſt 
a Proud Inſolent Nimrod, and for thy own Good, 
it thou underſtandeſt ir aright, Know therefore 
alſo, if thou canſt be offended with him who Wiſh- 
es ſo well to thy Countrey, and no ill to thy lelf, 
thou art no good Man; and fo wiſhing thou may | 
be better and wiſer, he bids thee heartily Farewell. 


Advertiſement. 


Here is newly Publiſhed, The preſent State of Europe : 
Or, the Hiſtorical and Political Mercury .: Giving an 
Account of all the publick and private Occurrences that are moſt 
conſiderable in every Conrt for the Month of September, 1690, 
with Refl- (tions upon every State ;, to be continued Monthly from 
the Orizinal publiſy'd at the Hague by the Authority of the 
States off Holland and Weit-Friezljand.. 
The M.rcury for the Month of Augult laft is likewiſe done; they 
are both to be Sold by John Parris at he Harrow in the 


Poultrey. 
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A 


Plain Relation 
Of the Late 


Action at Sea, 


BETWEEN 


The Engliſh & Dutch, and the French 
FLEETs, from Fune 22. to Fuly 5, laſt. 


N Sunday, June the 22. about Teninthe Morn- 
() ing, the French Fleet ( which bad been ſeen the 
Friday before off of Plimouth, and the Satur- 

day off of Portland ) were ſeen from the 1fle of Wight 
off of Freſh-water-Bay ; of which our Fleet then riding mn 


S. Helens road had no Notice, 'till about Ten that Night 


from the ſhore : So that had not the Wind, which brought 


them with a very freſh Gale as far as Freſh-water-Bay, 
where they Anchored, then ſlack'd and turned Northerly, they 


' had been in with us, and fir'd our Ships for want of Scouts 


out ( as ſome ſny) to give Notice. But that night upon 
that Notice we ſtaved our Cabins, made clear our Ships, and 
about 1 2. unmoor d, | 

a The 
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The next morning ( Monday the 2 3d.) the Admiral hall- 
ed ome his Fore-top-ſail-ſheets, and fired a Gun to Wein, and 
ſoon aſter all the Fleet were under ſail, and we ſtood ot to Sea, 
and about 3 in the afternoon came to an Anchor, Dunnole, S. 
W. & by W. | | 

The next morning, ( Tueſday the 24th. ) betwen 5 and 
6 we weighed, and ſtood to the S. E.. and that Afternom the 
Lyon, and ſeveral Dutch Men of War, which made them a 
Squadron of about 1.7. Ships, Joined us S. E. of the Ifle of 
Wight. And at g at night we anchored, Culver Cliff, N. 
W. and by W. about 7 Leagues. 

* Wedneſday the 25th. at 6. inthe morning we weighed, 

the Wind N. NN, E. and about 8. the Wh, eather, which was thick 
before, clearing up, we ſaw the French Fleet, the Body of them 
bearing W. S. W. about. Leagnes diſtant'; Aid we bad afair 
Opportunity to engage them, the Wind S.'S. E.. and they under 
our Lee, between us and the Englith ſhore, in very. much Diſors 
der : And-in all probability had we then Engaged them, we had 
beaten them down upon our Engliſh ſhore; oun Fleet be- 
ing very well provided. for it, our Ships all m. good Order, 
and our Men full. of Courage and: very, deſirous of ACtion. 
At 12. Culver Cliff, N, W. half N. 4. Leagnes off, the 
Wind. S.S. E. and between. 7, and 8. we Anchor'd, Dun- 
noſe, N. W. and: by, N, 5. Leagues, the French Fleet 
Leeward about 3. Leagues. 

The next morning, (Thurſday the 2 6th. ). the Admiral 
made. a Signal, and-call'd a Council of Flagg-Officers ; where 
it: was agreed not to fight the French, ſuppoſmg them tco ſtrong 
far tis, but to plze to the Eaſt, (the Wind being E.) as far. as 

the 
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the Flats of the-Foreland, and there ntangle them im the Sands, 
rather than fioht them ; but yet to keep ſight of them, leaſt 
they ſhould land ; which notwithſtanding we did nor, but 
plyed ont of fight, ſo that they might have landed if they 


would, 
From that time 1x kept turaing to the E. every Tide 


from day to day, ( which the French obſerving, kept turn- 
4ng after) 'till Sunday Evening, the Wind contmung Eaſter 
ly all that time, inſomuch that the Seamen being greatly 
diſcontented at it, began to murmur and exclaime againſt 
him for it :. But then a Signal was made for a Council of 
the Flagg-Officers, where it was reſolved to Fight the French 
the next day, but no Notice thereof was given to any of 
the Fleet beſides. 

The next Morning bemg Munday the 3oth. the Sig- 
nal was given for a Line of Battle, when moſt of our Ships 
having no Notice before were unprepared ; yet our Men 
threw up their Caps, and ſhewed all demonſtrations of Joy 
at the Notice, and made ready as faſt as they could; and, 
( the French probably ſuppoſing we had ſtill kept turning to 
the E. as we did before, and therefore turning after ) 
both Fleets came near about Eight that Morning in two Lines 
croſs the Channel, our Fleet ſtanding about 4 Leagues to 
the Weſt of the Beachy-Head, the Dutch ſquadron in 
the Van toward the Engliſh ſhore, the Red im the Body, the 
Blew in the Rear toward the Frefhch Coaſt ; and the Bloody 
Flag bem hoiſted before, about g. both Fleets came to Engage. 

The Dutch ( leading the Van ) and part of the Blew 
(in the Rear) joining near them made them give way ; but 
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the Red ( except two or three Ships ) not goin ſo near as 
they ſhould, ( but ſtanding aloof, which brought our Fleet into the 
form of a Half -moon, ) the Body of the French Fleet has 
ving none to engage them, made up with the Dutch, and 
did them great Damage 3 whereas at the ſame time the 
Rear of the French ran from thoſe of the Blew who 
fonght them, 

The Admiral, as I am inform'd by ove of his Ship, 
fired many Guns ; but as moſt agree, ſtood at that diſtance, 
that no Man can tell to what purpoſe it was, unleſs to waſt 
Powder and Shot. "There were others alſo of our Fleet, as 
it is affirmed, which lay to the Windward and fired over 
our own Ships, and did ſome of them no little Damage z in- 
ſomuch that our Sea-men were very much exaſperated at it. 

T be Engavement continued till about five of the Clock ; 
but then the French bore away, and - ſo put .an end to 
the Aftion of that Day ; and both Flects Anchored that 
Nibht. 

The next Mornmg both Fleets laz at Anchor, looking one 
pon the other, as if neither has any Inclination to fight, 
And it is believed that bad not the Engliſh made the haſte 
from them, which they did, they might very well have cnt 
away the diſabled Ships, and ſaved them ; and the French 
would never have attack'd us. ; 

I this Engagement the French had one of that $qua- 
dron, which fought the Blew, ſunk, and the Quarter of ano- 
ther blown up, as is affirmed by many ; beſides what other 
loſs they had, which is believed to have been conſideratle, 
eſpecially from the Dutch Squadron, which is * generally as 

greed 
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Sreed to have behaved themſelves very bravely, tho the par- 
ticulars are not yet known to us : Dut 1500 Men kilPd 
. and wounded they themſelves confeſs, and Intelligence from 
France informs #us that they had divers Veſſels very much 

attered. On our fide there was not one Ship loſt im the 
Fight, unleſs one of the Dutch, ( concerning which there is ſome 
difference im Relations ) only the Ann of the Blew, - and about 
ſeven of the Dutch, which were afterward burnt, and poſſi- 
bly ſome others, were diſabled. 

But on Tuelday Morning, as ſome ſay, a Dutch 
Vice- Admiral being diſabled, the Men finding themſelves among 
the French, fired their Ship, and got off to the Engliſh ſhore, 
to.the Weſt of Shoram ; which. others ſay was fired the Day or 
Night before, But the Ann, and the reſt of the Dutch 
diſabled Ships, were towed into our Fleet, out of danger for 
the preſent : But that Night the Admiral having ordered the 
Swallow. and the York to towe the Ann, commanded all 
to turn to the Windward : whereupon one of the Dutch 
Ships bemg left by the Fleet, the Men were forced the next 
Day to burn the Ship, and get on ſhore as they could, ſomes 
wrere about Shoram ; for the French obſerving the Motion 
of our Fleet, as they turned, turred after them, 
 - On Thurlday three more of the Dutch Ships being like- 
wiſe left, were forced to do the like at or near Haſtings :. and 
the Captain of the Ann ( which, as ſome ſay, bad been 
towed three Leagues to the F.. of our Fleet, and was or- 
dered to - bear ' into our Fleet again ) being alſo left, was 
forced to make a Waff and fire a Gun ;-and the Admi- 

ral 
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al thereupon ſerding his Yat, the Captain ſent bim ward, 
that un'eſs he fent them more Aſſiſtance, they ſhould 'be 
in danger to fall tnito the hands of the Enemy ; -whereunto 
the Admiral returned Anſwer, That they muſt take what 
courſe they could to fave themſelves, for he could not help them ; 
and ſo kept on turning to Windward, which the Enemy 
ſtill obſerving, as be turned, turned after him: ſo that 
pon Friday another of the Dutch Ships was forced to do 
as their Fellows had done, fire their Ship, and get on ſhore 
near Haſting. Ard upon the Saturday the Ann for want of 
Aſſiſtance was forced to do the like between Haſting and Rye. 

Whereas had the Admiral and his Squadron fought as 
the reſt did, we bad undoubtedly obtain'd a conſiderable 
Vittory over the French Fleet with leſs Loſs than we have 
now ſuſtained : Flowever, be might eafily have ſaved thoſe | 
Ships which were fired on Wedneſday and afterward, had 
he but kept his (tation, and not by turning as he did, ins 
vited the French to the Honour of following, and the 
Pleaſure of beholding the deſerted Dutch day after day 
firing their own Ships, leſt they ſhould fall mto their 


hands. 
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This Relation was firſt taken from the Information of an ho- 
neſt Voluntier Seaman, who was in the Fleet all the time above 
mentioned, and in the Engagement ; and afterward  compleated 
from the Informations of divers others who were alſo in the Fight, 
and in the Fleet, all the time aforeſaid. And for the Readers more 
full Catisfaftion I will here ſubjoin in Engliſh 
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A Copy of 2 Letter written to- the ( French ) Court 
from on Board Mr de Tourville. 


Ounſieur "de Chateau Reovault,, who commanded the 
L Rear-Guara compoſed of 21: Ships, had, this day the 
/an-Guard ; the Blew Squadron.of 25 Ships was the Body of 
the Battel ; and the Count d' Eltree, whoſe Squadron was 23 
Ships, had the Rear-Guard. As to the Enemies, the Admi- 
ral of the Red, commanding the Red Squadron, had. the Body 
of the Battel compoſed of 22. Ships ; the Hollanders. to the 
number of 22. Ships, led the Van-Guard ;, and the Blew Squa- 
dron of 16 Ships, had the Rear-Guard. They immediately ſkretchd 
out their Line. The Hollanders firſt charg'd our Van-Guard, 
and they had already diſcharg*d. their Broad-fides, when the Sieur 
Herbert, cal{d'E. of Torrington, who commanded the Body 
of the Battel, came to attack ours. It was beliewd at that 
time that he would have ſought out Mounſ. de Tourville to 
 fiehe with "him, but+ inſtead of atting in that mauner, and 4s 
became a brave Admiral, hz ſtop'd at the laſt Ship of the White 
Squadron, and the Marqueſs d Amfreville, who was the Rear- 
Admirat, had te-ap with the common Seamen, before with Herbert, Eut a faire 
who &en withdrew himſelf in leſs than half an houy. Never was ſeen 9x Mater 
# fairer Veſſel than that. Red Aamiral, and [o ill commanaed. _ = 
And Mounſ. Herbert loft this Expeaitics che little Reputation bers. 
he had remaining before. He did not ſhoot but at a diſtance, 
and altho he had. the Advantage of the Wind, yet he never ap- 
proached within Cannon-ſbot. By this means our Diviſion, which 
ſhould have ſuſtain'd. the greateſt Fire, loſt not above 5 mea on 
" board the Magnificent, and ſome Shot in her Maſts. The Hol- 
landers attact*d our Van-guard very vigorouſly ; but Herbert 
willing to ſacrifice them, althh he ſaw them fiaht like brave men, 
and both Tiers of our Fleet ſlaughtering of them, wever did his 
endeavour to ſuccour them ; but on the contrary, retired out of 
Cannon-ſbot. We have not loſt in this Fight any Perſon of 
Note, except the Chevalier de. Clermont : The Agrecable, 
the Ficuron, and the Moderate, are the Ships which have ſuffer- 
ed tne moſt: As to the kilPd and wounded, we have had about 
| Fifteez hundred, Ard 
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And now ſhould we enter into a Computation of the particulars © 


our Loſs, we might ſet them down under ſeveral Heads, ſuch as| 
theſe ; wy 


Imprimis. Lucrum ceſſans, The-Loſs of a great Advantage we had 
to have gotten a compleat Victory over the French Fleet : as is appa-| | 
rent by what was done by that part of our Fleet which fought, and 
not only withſtood the force of their whole Fleet, but made them | 
bear away. 

Item, Dannum emergens, Loſs aCtually ſuſtain'd .in ſeveral re-' 
ſpefts. As, 

Ir. Of Men. 

Ir. Of Ships. 

It. Of Rigging, &c. 

1:, Of Honour. 

I:. Of Time and Expences in refitting. 

It. Of Trade, while the Frexch ride Maſters 2t Sea. | 

Ir. Diſtraftion of the Countrey from their Harveſt to ſerve in| * 
the Militia, upon Occaſion of the French Fleet lying upon our Coaſt, | - 
to the great Charge of the Countrey. | | 

Ir. The Advantages gotten by our Enemies, which may be com- | 
puted as a Loſs to us; ſach as theſe, 


1. Of Honour. ; E 


| 
2. Of Courage, they being animated by it. © | 
3. Of Leiture and Opportunity, | 
7:. Diſappointment for ſome time of the entire reducing of Jre- | 
land, proceeding from the Enemies Apprehenfſions of our Diſap- | 
pointment at Sea, which occaſions the greater Charge and longer | 
Diverſion of our Forces from other Service ; beſides the hazard of | 
what may happen in the mean time, or upon that occalion. | 

And Laſtly, Much of this Loſs is a Loſs, not only to the King, 

and to this Nation, but to the Common Intereſt of the Confederates: So | 
chat the King and this State are obliged, not only in Honour and | 
Prudence for themſclves, but alſo in Juſtice to- the Confederates, 
and eſpecially to the Dutch, who behaved themſelves ſo bravely, | 
were lo baſely deſerted, and thereby ſuffered ſo much, to enquire | 


impartially into the Miſcarriages, and puniſh them as they des- | 
lerve. _—- 


REFLECTI- 
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re- Upon the Precedent 


Relation. 


N the Occurrences of the laſt Year, we had beſides 
the Lols of our Expence only a kind of Lwcrum 
ceſſans, a Diſappointment in the Opportunities and 
Advantages we had to have promoted our own Set- 
tlement and the- common Cauſe, to compute : And 

| therefore, as it was the more ealie, for any one, who 

| thought fit to apply his mirid to ir, to invent ſome plau- 
| ſible Pretenccs to cover the Miijcarriages, which were 
| then committed in the Management of Aﬀairs ; fo ſuch 

«a Pretences then would the more eaſily paſs, with ſuch 

*P-| as were more concerned to keep fair with all Men for 
of | their own advantage, than to promote the Publick Inte- 

| reſt of their Countrey and the common Cauſe, eſpecially by 
2g, | any ſich Means as might poſſibly produce any Prejudice 

So| or Diſadvantage to their own. But beſides all this, * in 

nd | the late Action at Sea, when the Heavens had favoured us, 

es, firſt with a ſpecial Deliverance from a very dangerous 

2 Surprize, and then with as favourable Advantage as our 

Hearts could wiſh, and that continued for many dayes 

together, not only to neglect the ſame, to negled it though 

provoked, by the Courage and by the Danger alſo of our 

[- B Allies, 
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Allies, and of ſome of our own Ships beſides : but moreover 
to deſert fach as were diſabled, and ſo deſert as by turning 
againſt the Wind to invite and animate the Enemy, (whoof 
themſclves it feems had otherwiſe no mind to 1t, but ra- 
ther expected a more vigorous Engagement of our whole 
Fleet ) to follow and triumphantly teize or deltroy them, 
is ſuch a Miſcarriage, and that aggravated with ſo great a 
Loſs, Damage, and milchievous and dangerous Confſe- 
quence, as requires a Perion of rare Inveution, of equal 
Impudence, and void of all {cnſe of Honour and Love to 
his. Countrey, to compoſe a Vindication of this TranſaQti- 
on, or ſo much as with Contidence and hope of Succeſs 
endeavour to cover it; and People of no leſs {tupidity and 
calineſs to be impoſed upon by ſuch Pretences. Indeed 


the. Miſcarriage was ſo groſs and palpable, as moved the 


Indignation even of ſome of the Vindicators of the lait 
Years TranſaCtions to reflect with fome warmch upon it, 
and extorted their Remarl;s upon the ill Conlequences of 
ſuch Miſcarriages as were.before palliated : Such inſhort 
2S none will offer to excuſe, who are not either Partners 
in the Crime, or no good Friends w the Cauſe; or ad- 
mit of any Excuſe who are not either ſuch, or ſuch as are 
too apt and caſie to be impoſed upon by ſmooth Tongues 
and fallacious Pretences of others. - 

And as the Miſcarriage is too groſs to be covered, fo 
is the Loſs, Damaze, and evil Conſequence thereof too great 
to be buryed in Oblivion, In point of How it ought 
to be enquired into ſtrictly, to the bottom, and puniſhed 
ſeverely, tor fatisftaction to the World ; and 1n point of 
Juſtice no leſs, for ſarisjattion to all ow Confederates in the 
{ame common Cauſe, which ſuffers much by the Diſap- 
pointment ; bur more elpecially rhe Datch, who belide 
have ſuſtained ſo conſiderable a Loſs peculiar to them- 
ſelves : And certainly no leſs ought to be done 1a point' 
both of Juſtice ana Intereſt for atisfattion at! home, both 


to the whole Nation 19 general, not well pleaſed to ſee their 
Trade 
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Trade thus at a ſtand, and their Money the while waſted 
upon a Company of debanched, impious, wicked Wretch- 
es, for two Years to22ther, with fo little eitect 3 and more 
particularly to the Sea-mmen, who think it hard, that they 
who are Free men, and willing to ſerve their Countrey 
under Officers whem they like, ſhould be preſſed and 
forced, as if they were Gaily-ſlaves, to terve under ſuch 
as they think neither otherwlſe well-qualihed, nor very 
good Friends cither to them, or to the Caule they en- 
gage in. To all which we mult add another Point of 
Prudence to prevent the like for the tuture, by Caſhiering 
at leaſt ſuch as are found guilty, or not well qualified 
for the Service, however they came by their Places ; and 
by good Examples ot neceſſary Dilcipliae to deterr others 
from undertaking what they are not hit for, or from de- 
ſerting or neglecting what they have once undertaken. 
And certainly that ro which ſo many Obligations and 
conſiderable Motives concurr, muſt needs be very necelſa- 
ry: and it would therefore be a great ſign of a very 
weak and languiſhing State, to let fo great and miſchie- 
vous a Miſcarriage be lightly pafled over under the cover 
of ſuch ſuperficial Pretences as every Tarpaulin and com- 
mon Sea-man can ſee through, without ſome proportio- 
nable Animadverſion upon the Deliaquents, ao efeftual 
Purgation and Reformation of the Fleet upon fo notorious 
an occaſion. 

All this Miſchief, I know, is commonly imputed to our 
Admiral Torringtov. Not only the Letter printed in the 
French Gazzt from the E. of Nottizz han to my Lord Durſt: 
in Holland ; but a Relation printed in France, as I am in- 
form'd, by that Kings Authority, lays it chiefly upon 
him. The Letter, - amongft other Paſlages concerning the 
Fight, hath one to this eftect : The Holland Sqnadroa be- 
haved it ſelf with ſo much Bravery, that if my Lord Torring- 
ton had done his Duty, we ſhould in all probability have had 
a Compleat Viftory ; but at preſent we retreat before the Ene- 

B 2 my. 
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77, Which is in few words the ſumme of what the Re. 
lation of the honeſt Seaman hath more particularly inform- 
ed us, and no little Contirmatiuon of it, 

And indeed he being ſo notoriouſly faulry, it cannot 
be expected that vulgar Spettators ſhould look any far- 
ther into the matter, but be well ſatisfied with the juſt 
Puniihment of him alone : For whoever. elſe might be 
concerned in it, they at Land being out of the Action, 
may be thought far enough out of Suſpicion ; and they 
who at Sea were in the Action, (if it may be proper- 
iy fo ſaid of them who ſtood (till and ated nor at all, un- 
leſs in retreating from the Enemy,) they have a fair pre- 
tence of his Authority to cover their own Milcarriages, 
And yet poſſibly none of them may be lo ſecure as they 
thought themſelves : For his Honour 1s now fo broken by 
this Miſcarriage, and his caſe ſo deſparate, that I know 
not what ſhould or can oblige or reſtrain him, not to dif. 
charge himſelf of ſo much of the Oaium, as is properly due 
to thoſe, who by any means either induced him to, or 
concurred with him in ſo baſe, diſhonourable, and mil. 
chievous a Miſcarriage ; or impolc upon him eicher ro 
ſuffer himſelf to be abuſed and Colemazized with vain hopes 
and expeCtations; or tamely bear the burden of others no 
better than himſelf, who by unfaithful concurrence at 
leaſt, were ſome occaſion of his Unhappineſs : and tis like, 
when he is once gone, will be as forward as any to ca(t 
dirt upon his Memory, to clear themſelves of ali ſuſpi- 
cion. And if his Afliiion, as fomerimes it doth, ſhould 
awaken in him any ſenſe of R-ligion, Repentance, Jultice, 
or love to his Countrey, all thele do plainly oblige him to 
detect all: He can certainly make no ſuch ſtep toward 
a reparation to his King and Countrey, as by detefting 
thoſe who have alrcady been untaithiul, or are unfit for 
ſuch a truſt ; that being ditcharged, and otherwiſe pu- 
niſhed as they deſerve, they may be prevented from doing 
the like miſchief for the future. And for them it is in 

truth, 
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truth (though this brutiſh, ſenſual Generation are not ſen- 
ſible of ir) much better, that they ſhould be judged here, 
accept of their Punithment, and bear their Iniquity, then 
be condemned hereat er. 

But cO return, thac none ſhould be culpable in this bu- 
ſir:i's bur Torrington, doth Lot at all ſeem probable to 
me. He was tudeed the Principal in the Miſcarriage, be- 
cauſz he had Aurhority ſuftictent to have prevented it, or 
at lcalt ro haye done fo much as mult have left ſome others 
inexculable : But it is not likely he would have behaved 
himiclt as he did, if he had not had ſome Encourige- 


ment, at leait by a willing and ealte compliance. And it's 


likely, if the .trath were known, there were ſeveral 4c- 
ceſſarirs, nor only at Sea, bur ar Land allo. Such was 
the Behaviour of others at Sea, that the eamen generally 
blame the Officers, very few excepted. And when the 
Commiſſioners, who were ſent to examine the matrer, ſat 
at Sheerneſs, it was cbjerved, © That ſeveral of the O'h- 
«cers had prepared an Account of the Attion in writing 
« ynder their hands, calculated for the Intereſt of 7or- 
« -inzton, and were very high and upith in the merning, 
«and carried it toweringly. and jarring with ſome of 
«the Blew Squadron ; though when they came after 
« to be examined upon their Vaths, (which it was guel- 
« ſed they did not expect,) and ſome of the Blew ſpake 
«their Judgments freely, their Carriage was obſerved to 
« be much altered, and they looked more calmly, And 
upon the whole matter, there were ſome Obſervations then 
made, which are very proper to be here inſerted : viz+ 

t. That a great part of the Commanders of this Fleet are 
abſolute Creatures of Torrington : Otherwiſe, if they had been 
Men of Freedom and Principles, they wonld have been more 
ſorrard to have made their Complaints azainſt him. And if it 
be found a Fanlt in him, all thoſe muſt be Fools or Knaves, 
that either did not Se it, or endeavoured to Excuſe it. 


And to ſpeak plain, many of thoſe Gentlemen are eſteemed 
to 


1 
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fo underfland bitter how to Dreſs, and to Eat, and Drink 
well, &C. than to perform a Charge, which . requires preat 
Diſcretion and Reſolution. 

2. That the Conautt of thole Gentlemen may be reflec?- 
ed rpon, that have [affered one Perſon almoſt to fill the 
Fleet with his own Creatures, and ſhewn ne more regard 
to the Qualifications of Vertue and Merit, thay to preferr 
many Mew meerly for Favour and AﬀecFion, or according 
to the trme they have ſerved in the Fleet : Yo that there 
are in ſome ſecond and third Rates, Men that have 2iven 
lutle or ma Proof of their Worth, when others that have 
eminently diſtingnijhed themſelves, have either been wholly 
nerlitted, or put into ſmall Ships, | 

3. That this ſort of Commaniters are pronn to a kind 
of Faction, and mate it thiir Enacauour to introauce Men 
of their ova Stamp into thoſe Employments, maintaining 
a kind of Animoſity and Hatred againſt thoſe Perſons 
who are not of their Temper, ani are put into Men 0 
War for the ſake of their Expericuce or Merit. Than 
which there can can be no readicr way to introduce a Dege- 
weracy from Virtue and Bravery in our Navy, and to loſe 
our Ancient Reputation for Maritine Performances, when 
the Manazcment ſhall come into the Hands of men of lit- 
tle Experience or Condutt. Of which our late Diſgrace is too 
freſh an Inſtance, | 

4. That many of theſe Commanaers are ſo hated by the 
Seamen,. that a Mutiny is rath:r to be apprehended from 
them, than a going chearfully to adventure their Lives 
with them, 

G. That 'able Szamen are much wanting in the Fleet, 
and the Ships will require tonger fitting than is talked of ; 
fo that I ſcarcely expect this Fleet can goe out this 
AMonth. | 

6. That if this Commiſſion of Enquiry were continued, 
with the addition of two or three more Perſons, as Aſſiſtants 
who were: well Skilled in Maritine Affairs, and conld not 


be 
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be impoſed upon by fraudulent Anſwers, or "invented Pre- 
rences, there might be matter enough found to charge di- 
vers Officers, and ſhew that there is an abſolute nue/ity 
of mal:;ns a great Reform in the Fleet, and no leſs in the 
Office of Admiralty. 

7. That anrill ve are ſo Reformed, I dare preſume to 
(ay, withuut pretending to be a Prophet, that we ſhall 
never xegam war loft Hon ar, 


% 


Thelc are the Ovwfervations, which were made at that 
time, intire as they came ro my hand. By which ic ap- 
pears, that che Genile.nvan who made them, whoever he 
was, was of the ſams Opinion, that there were Acceſſa- 
ries at Land as well as at S-a to this Milcarriage. And 
it is probable chat there w cre more than he had then occaſion 
to refl:& upon, and luch as were really and properly Ac- 
ceſſaries in thar parricular Milcarriage : Such as it is very 
fir, upon all che Conſiderations betvie mentioned, that the 
State ſhould inquire of. 

But 'tis likely there are ſome who are and have been 
Acceſſaries, it may be more remotely, and therefore not {o 
calie to be charged ; yer no lels effeftual, but rather Prime 
Cauſes in this and all the reſt of our Dilappointments both 
of this and the laſt Year ; and, which is worſe, are like 
ſtill ſo to be, in more for the future, unleſs the Occaſh- 
ons thereof be ſpeedily taken into good Conlideration, and 
with great ſteadineſs and RefoJution as effettually reformed 
and prevented as may be. | 

The Miſchiefs thereby done to this Nation, and to the 
Common Cauſe, are greater already than molt Men are 
well aware of We have promoted nothing, are in no 
better a condition than we were in the Spring laſt was 
twelve month. Our Condition has been mich like that 
of a bewitched Cart, vie have whip'd, and heav'd, and 
made a great ſtir, and yet are ia ettect but where we 
were, if Ireland was now wholly reduced : For ic might 
certainly have been reduced at firlt with leſs difficulty than 

the 
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the talking of Limrick now at laſt. Tyrconnel then wanted 
oily fore body ro quit it to, with ſome ſuch Force and 
Power, that he might do it honourably. It is not to be 
Goubred bur there were fome Huſba!'s then about the King, 
who ck the Ocvalion of his being a Siranger, to impole upon 
im with ſp2crou5 dilatory Counſels, Milreprafentations of 
things, and 11} Recommendations of Perſons, which wa 
the more eaſlie then to be doae, when moſt of our great 
Men were fo intent upon improving the Opportunity for 
their own peculiar Advantage, that they minded little elſe, 
"Ull they had ſecured what they could for themlelves, 

Zut ihis 1s not all; befides the Loſs of ſo much T :»e, 
ve have loit a great many Lives; more without doing any 
thing, than were neceflary to have ſecured the whole 
Countrey at {irit : We have loſt much of our Trade, not 
vouly at Sea, but at Land allo, as much as depends upon 
our Trade at Sa ; and allo loft vaſtly in wiat we had 
out before, and was returning home, or ſent out fince ; 
2nd bciides' loit it ro our Encmres, which makes it in effect 
a double loſs to us : And, ( which by that meaus falls the 
heavyer upon the Nation) have not done what we have 
done at laſt, without ſo great Expence as will make our 
Supplies come ſo mach the harder. And all theſe are 
Loſſes actually fuſtain'd : But in a true and juſt Eſtimate 
of the Miſchiei, the Hazards and Danvers it hath brought 
us into, ought allo to be computed ; the common Razard 
of War ; the great Trouble that a Diſappointment at fir(t 
in that Expedition might have occaſioned ; and the Ha- 
zard of his Majeſties Perſon to prevent it : And one more, 
which is of very great importance, but fuch as few are ſo 
ſealible of it as it deſerves, and that 1s the Confederacy, leſt 
a Diſſolution, or ſuch Interruption therein as may retard 
their Proceedings, ſhould happen : Which, all things con- 
ſidered, may very caſily b2 ; and rhat makes .the improve. 
meat of the Opporiunicy the more valuable and fo much 
the more aggravates the Miſcarriage of thoſe who hinder 
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it. And though no ſuch, hath yet happened, yet are 
we_ by this means ſtill in more and more danger of it, both 
by reaſon of the Charges of the War fo long continu- 
ed, and of many unexpeQed Accidents, which may 0c- 
curr before the next Summer, I ſay nothing here of the 
great Opportunity and Advantage of proceeding againlt 
France, then under a great Conſternation, which was 
laſt : becauſe it is not underſtood or conſidered, nor per- 
haps will be believed. And without that, the other Mil- 
chiefs and Diſappointments we have had, and may fill 
expeCt, if the Occaſions be not removed, are ſafficient 
to make all that have any ſenſe and concern look about 
them, 

The immediate Occaſ6,zs of theſe Diſappointments, which 
have all proceeded from the Miſcarriages of the Perſons 
imployed, were the imploying of ſuch Perſons as were not 
duely qualified : And this leads us diretly to the Perſons 
who imployed them ; that is, who either by Authority, or by 
Recommendation were the immediate Cauſes or Occaſions 

that they were imployed. It is true, they were all im- 
* ployed-by-the King, in ſome reſpett, as by his Authority, 
but all or moſt either immediately by others, who were 
intruſted and Commiſſioned by him, or at leaſt by the Re- 
commendations, Per{walions or Advice of others : And if 
any of theſe did act therein upon any ſiniſter reſpe&ts, they 
were really and efteCtually Acceſſaries to the Diſappoint- 


ments, which procgeded from the Miſcarriages of the Per- 
ſons ſo imployed 


Now what Siniſter RefpeiFs might prevail in this mat- 
ter, and might therefore be the Original Occaſions of the 
Employment of ſuch Perſons, is not hard to be perceived 
by any Man who conſiders the preſent Diſpoſition of a 
great part of this Nation, and eſpecially ofthoſe who ſcufflc 
tor Places, of are very forward to catch at them. There 
was not any Vice more propagated by the Evil Example 
of King Charles the Second, than Greedineſs, Unfaithfulneſs 
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and Kyavery, The Nation was cheated of their Money, by 
corrupting their Truſtees, (their Repreſentatives 1n Parlia- 
ment z) which was one of the _ Knaveries that could be 


practiſed : And this came at lalt to ſome of the groſſeſt, Shut- 
ting up the Exchequer, {cizing peoples Charity tor the Re- 
demption of Slaves, and furprizing the Dutch Smyrna Fleet. 
And by ſuch means were thoſe about him taught to do the 
like, and even to cheat himſelf ; which produced ſuch a gene- 
ral Corruption in that reſpett,thatCheating andKnaverycame 
into Faſhion,and was affected, ſo it could be done neatly, as a 
recommendation of Wit and Parts; and Honeſty and Plain- dea- 
linz was deſpiſed as Ignorance of the World, and Folly : And 
{o notorious were theFrauds andCheats practiſed in hisReign, 
as had never been known in this Nation before. Butthis was 
not all, it had this other pernicious Influence, that many even 
of thoſe, who were not corrupted by it, ſo far as toplain 
Knavery, were yet-plainly thereby infected with inſatiable 
Avarice and Over-valuation of the things of the World ; 


and thoſe generous and heroick Virtues of Piety and Cha-' 


rity, and Faith, which overcomes the World, which 
make Men more aQive for the Service of God” and their 
Countrey, than for the Advancement of themſelves or their 
Families in Eſtates or Honour among Men ; were either 
totally extinguiſhed and ſuppreſſed, or at leaſt deſpiſed and 
reproach*d, if they dared to appear with any confidence 
of their Innocence and Sincerity, as Folly, Madneſs, En- 
thufiaſm, Fanaticiſm, Precipitant Zeal, Indiſcretion, Me- 
lancholly, and whatever the ſelfiſh temporizing Genius of 
the times could imagine : And the only Wiſdom then in 
Faſhion was Self-preſervation, and Selt-ſeeking Pretences of 
Loyalty and Zeal for the Government ; and Selt-Intereſt 
aſſed current, as an excuſable, if not commendable End 
of all Mens Attions.: But -the improvement of all Advan- 
rages, and making the beſt of ones own, was unquelſtio- 
nable. And ſuch in particular was the del{ing of Places, 


receiving of Gratifications for them, or conferring them by | 
way | 
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way of Gratification, or for Afeion to Relations or Friends, 
without much regard to the Service of the Publick. This 
had fo far prevailed then, and excited fuch Emulation and 


| - in moſt SpeQtators, and many who were then kept 
(S] 


at a diſtance, that it is not credible that it ſhould have 
ceaſed of it ſelf ſince the late Revolution, which brought 
many new Incentives with it, but hath not yer produced 
any luch Charms as were like to lay it. This theretore 
may very well be believed to be oze of thiſe Siniſter re- 
ſpetts which may have prevailed in this Caſe : And as 
there is no {rna!ll reaſon trom what I have faid to believe 
it, ſo I find it commonly believed by thoſe, who in all 
probability little conſidering theſe things which I have 
now mentioned, mult theretore have ſome other reaſons 
from matter of Fatt for their belief. We have ſcen Re- 


' marks upon the ill Conſequences of Buying and Selling of 


Offices larely publiſhed in Print, and by a. publick Iatelli« 
gencer, who had either realon to believe thac it is our own 
Caſe, or his Remarks were very impercinent, and not on- 
ly imperrinent bur ſomerhing worſe ; and if he did believe 
it, his expreſſing himſelf as far from granting any ſuch 
Practices to be in uſe here in Ereland, favours more 
of that vulgar Wiſdom lately in faſhion, than of thoſe 


| Virtues I mentioned before. For my own part I .was 


never privy to any ſuch Negotiations, and- therefore can 
ſay nothing of it of my own particular knowledge ; but 
for the reaſons before menrioned, and others, belides com- 
mon report upon the Obſervation of the courſe of our Afﬀairs, 
I make no queſtion of it. And this I can ſay, that when 
not long ſince I recommended a Perſon, who was a ſtran- 


| ger to me, but I underſtood by others, and by a Certificate 
under his Captains hand, had behaved himſelf well in the 


laſt Engagement, and deſerved Preferment, to a Noble 
Lord, to be by him recommended to the Commithoners 
of the Admiralty, I underſtood by him that ſuch Re- 


' commendations were not well taken there. Which, I con- 
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fels, looks to me as a fign of ſome Siniſter Reſpets too 
prevalent amongſt them ; for otherwiſe ſuch Recommen- 
dation of ſuch Perſons is a thing deſirable for ti; Service 
of the King and Kingdom. And I hope the late Miſcar- 
riages. at Sea will make this buſineſs be more narrowly 
looked into for the future : For I cannot think that Tor- 
r1mgton alone could ever have done ſo great Miſchief, if 
there had not been others too ready to comply with him, 
And to conclude this matter, I. look upon Inſatiable- Deſire 
of the ſuperfluous things of th: World to be one of the great 
Corruptions of all ſorts of People of this Nation at this 
time, and a principal Impediment of generous Actions for 
the Publick Good, even in thoſe who are otherwiſe Well- 
wilnhers to it. 

They, who have ſolittle ſenſe of the Concerns of their 
Countrey, as to diſpoſe of Publick Places and Offices of 
Truft for private Gain to themſelves, will be apt to do as 
much for Favour and Aﬀection to their private Friends and 
Relations, without regard to their Merit or Qualifications 
for the Service of the Publick. But beſides theſe, there is 
another ſiniſter Reſpe&, which is very prevalent upon ma- 
ny, who it may be ſcorn to take Money upon: any ſuch 
account, and uſually impoſeth upon them under the Ap- 
pearance of Service to the Pablick, to the King and Go- 
vernment, and that is Fadtion. This hath had' no ſmall 
{hare in the introducing of many very ill men into Em- 
ployments, and keeping out many very good, cordially 
afrteted to the Government, and as well qualified for the 
Service ; and by theſe, and other Means belides, hath been 
a principal Occaſion of retarding our Progreſs, and of the 
Diſappointments we have met with. 

This Nation hath been long peſtered with a Combina- 
tion of two pernicious Factions, and from them and the 
Principles of their generation, hath lately upon the late 
Revolution proceeded a third ; and that the moſt dange- 
rous of all: So that now-it is become a Tripple Fattion, 
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a Beaſt with three Heads, according to the Sacred Re- 
preſentations "of ſuch things. The two former were the 
Old Court 'FaQtion, and the Old Church Fafion. The 
third, which hath riſen of late, do moſt of them agree 
with the former in other matters ; but being perſwaded 
that- King James could not any way forfeit his Right, nor 
did really abdicate ir, believe he hath till a Right; and 
yet-not ſatisfied to fit ſtill and enjoy their Eſtates, their 


Rights, their Religion, and their Conſciences under the 


preſent Settlement in quiet, and be thankful to God for 
their Deliverance from thoſe dangerous Confpiracies which 
began to be put in praftice, ( as divers worthy Perſons, 
who have otherwiſe the ſame ſentiments with themſelves 
do, ) will needs, engage in ſuch Employments as oblige 
them to aQ in Council, or: in War againſt him, whom 
notwitſtanding they believe'to be their King des Fare : 
And thus while they own two Maſters, and cannot po!- 
ſibly ſerve both, they are in great danger to ſerve nei- 
ther faithfully. 

As to the diſpoſing of Places, they all agree in this, 
to keep out all they can, who are not -of their Party, 
though otherwiſe never ſo cordial Friends to K. William 
and Qu. Mary, and the preſent- Settlement, never ſo zea- 
lous for the Common Cauſe, never ſo well qualified for 
the Service, never ſo Pious and Vertuous, if they be not 
of the Party or Faction :- But be they but zealous for the 
intereſt of their Party, tho they be never (o vitious,debauch'd 
or profane ; never ſo empty and ſhallow, never ſo blu- 
ſtering and inconliderate, never ſo meanly qualified, they 
ſhall be embraced as honeſt Men, nay, as good Church 
of England Men, and recommended to erve not only in 
Parliament, ( for which there are none now who think 
not themſelves ſufficiently qualified ) bur other Employ- 
ments of greatelt weight '2#nd moment. And' while they 
all agree to keep out all that are not of their party, this 


new Fattion take care to bring in as many as they can 
of 
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of theirs ; that is, fuch as acknowledging King James his 
Right {till ro remain and continue, are not fatisfied ta 
enjoy tnelr Own 1N quiet, but for their own advantage 
will precend and undertake to att againſt him. By thete 
means 1s the King and Kingdom deprived of the Service 
of a great part of che beſt aad molt ſerviceable of the Peo- 
ple: aud our Offices and Places are filled with Perſons of 
no Worth, or of as little Aﬀection to the Service 3 and 
iuch as are apt upon occaſion by ſecret Services, to in- 
gratiate themſelves with King James ; and fo wile, as not 
to ditoblige him by overatting to. his prejudice, when 
they can with any colour avoid it. And how any great 
Work managed by people ſo affected to it, is like to 
ſucceed, is no hard matter to guels, 

That this is plainly our Cale, cannot, T am perſwaded, 
but be calily perceived by gll. Parties; by fome with no 
little ſatisfaction, and by others with no leſs Indignation 
and Trouble, to fee ſo Noble, and at firſt fo proſperous a 
Cauſe, thus obltructed and ditappointed by a mixture of 
vitious and carelels, and of treacherous and unfaithful 
People ; while others, who are buth ſerious and heartily 
aftected ro it, are kept out of the Service, But how it 
may molt ettectually be helped, is not fo eaſily appre- 
hended, nor well underſtood. Two or three things there 
are which may be propoſed with a great deal of Realon, 
and I confels do deierve to be well conlidered ; yer it 
we look no farther, I am well ſatisfhed, will either never 
be cttected, or it they be, will never of themtelves pro- 
duce the Ettects expected from them, 

The tir{t is, that che King, who hath ſo far expoſed his own 
Royal Perſon to dauger tor us, and tor the common Cauſe 
of the Contedcrates, may not be longer deprived of the 
Service of juch as are his ſincere Friends, and ready to do 
the like tor him, tor it, and for -the whole Nation, by a 
ſuperfluous claule i the letter of the Law, no way necel- 
lary to the declared icupe ol it, I mean the Stat. 25. Car. 
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2. c. 2. which among other things enaCts, That all and eve» 
ry Perſon and Perſons ſd to be admitted as aforeſaid, ſhall al- 
fo receive the Sacrament of the Lords Supper ACCOMbINg to the 
uſage of the Church of England, whiz three months after 
his or thewr Admittance in, or receiving their {aid Authority 
and Employment, in ſome publick Church, pox /om2 Lord's 
Day, commonly called Sunday, immeaiately after Divine Ser- 
vice and S:rmon, This Act -was made for preventing Dan- 
gers, which then mighc happen from Popiſh Recuſants, 
as appears by the Tile, is declared in the very beginning 
of the Att, and is empharically expreſſed by the words Po. 
piſh Recuſants, which reſtrain it to them alone of all Diſ- 
ſenters. And though, there be ſome words, as, according 
to the uſage of the Church of England, and, iz ſome Publick 
Charch, which reſtrain the admittance to Conformilſts on- 
ly ; yet it is plain, that thar reſtraint neither was neceſſa- 
Ty, nor was deſigned by the Att for- that purpoſe, or in 
order to that end : and therefore conlidering the Prattice 
of thoſe Times, it is not to be doubred but they were put 
in partly by the Papilts, to divide the Proteſtants in that 
as well as in matters of Religion, that fo they might 
have a party of Proteſtants in the ſame condition with 
themſelves, which was a very common Policy among 
them, and partly by the Faction, that they might ingrols 
all. And though at that time it might be thought fit to 
let it paſs fo, rather than hazard the loſs of the Bill ; yer 
now that we have a Prince whom we may ſafely truſt, 
and great Reaſon to unite our whole ſtrength againſt the 
common Enemy, not to remove that Obſtacle by ſo ealie 
an Expedient, as inſtead of arcording to the nſu7e of the 
Church of England, in ſome Publick Church, to make it in 
fome ſolemn or Publick Aſſembly of Proteſtants, and the Cer- 
tificates'to be by the Perſons who adminiſter, and three 
or four credible Perſons of the Aſſembly, or ſomerhing 
to the like effect ; may be thought in them who oppoſe ir, 


an argument cf greater aitection to the late King Fames, 
than 
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than to the preſent King 14/;/;am, and to the Papiſts, or the 
Fattion, than to the true Proteſtant Intereſt, ſince: ſuch an 


alteration doth not in the leaſt impede the deſign of the AQ 


{o fully as before declared. 

Another is, That we do not intangle our ſelves in our 
own Policies, by ſtooping to little Arts and pieces of vul- 
gar Craft, but proceeding ſteadily upon Principles of Ju- 
itice, Humanity, and true Wiſdom, unneceſſarily exaſpe- 
rate none, give all fair and reaſonable Terms, Conditions 
and Benefits that can be delir'd to all ; but never expole 
a good Cauſe by ſo mean Compliance, as to commit 
matters of great Truſt and weight to ſuch as are - not en- 
tirely for it, but whoſe declared Principles make ſuch a 
Condeſcention as little honourable as ſafe. To- be plain, 
the People of this Nation being divided in Opinion upon 
the late Revolution, part holding that the Right of the 
late King James, by his own AMﬀions, and the Declarati- 
on thereupon of the Loras and Commons, by their Repre- 
ſentatives fairly choſen, is fully determined, and that the 
Royal Authority is juſtly and effeCtually, to all intents 
and purpoſes transferred to the preſent King aud Queen ; 
but others being of opinion that King James is (till _ 
ae Fure, and King William only King de Faito : Thele la 
are again divided "among themlelves into two or three 
parties 3 one part being fatisfied to live peaceably and qui- 
etly under the preſent Government, but not to ſwear Al- 
legiance to the prefent King, nor at under him againſt 
the former ; another part being zealous for the reſtoring 
of King James : And a third of ſuch, whothough they de- 
clare their Opinion, that King Fames is (till King de Fare, 
yet make no ſ{cruple to at under the preſent King, not 
only in little matters, but in ſuch matters of State and 
War, wherein they muſt*either att direAly againſt him, 
whom they acknowledge to have the Right, or elſe be 
falſe ro him who entruſts *em. And this is the Party that 
I mean : whom becauſe I cannot ſee how in Conklinned 

| they 
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| they can att as they do,” I cannot ſee how in prudence 


they can be truſted. --.And cherefore I thoul think it no 
hard or unreaſonable matter to fecure the Government 
againſt all the Dangers which may ariſe from Men of 
thoſe Principles; for if they may treely enjoy not only 
their own privats Rights, but allo all ſuch publick Em- 
ployments and Preterments, as are contfiireat with their 
Principles for them to execute, which is as much as in 
Honeſty and Conſcience they can deſire, or in Honour and 
Prudence can be committed to them, they have no reaſon to 
complain, but relt ſatisfed therewith, and thankful to 
God for his Deliverance from a worſe condition : and thoſe, 
who profeſſing theie Principles are yet not ſatisfied yith 
all that, may juſtly be ſuſpeRted as Perſons eithzr of vain 
and ambitidus minds, « or of turbulent and il Dceſiggs, 
and thereforexnot to be admitted to any publick Employ- 
ment at all, or to be diſcharged if already in any ſuch. 
For theſe are the Men whom I apprehend to have been 
the moſt efteftual Remora*s in our Proceedings, and chief 
Occaſions, or Inſtrumeats in all our Diſappointments. 

And indeed I have all along from the beginning look'd 
upon a certain Condeſcention to a Compliance with ſome 
of this Party, to be one of the firſt falſe Steps which 
have been made ſince the beginning of the Revolution ; 
and a Dauving, into which we were: Betrayed by the 
pedantick Policies of fome, who had ſpecial reaſon to 
have made better uſe of a good Caution againſt it; a 
thing of ſo pernicious Conſequence to his Majeſty, that I 
lock upon the Miſcarriage of Torrington to be but a Tri- 
fle in compariſon to it, and as inconſiſtent with true 
Divinity, as with true Policy. Poor Prince! how did 
my Heart ake for him about that time, though I knew 
not what was the matter. But -Priices are Men, and 
ſubject to the like Infirmities with other Men ; and to 
ſuch Overſlights-as bring many times much Trouble and 
Diſturbance after them. But what Error in Divinity was 
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Ire committed, I will leave to the Conſideration of 
thoſe, whoſe Olice it was to have-diſcerncd and given 
faichtul Notice of it, rather than prove a Temptation, and 
miſlead into it 3 though I doubt the fault here in this will 
be as little underſtood, as was that in the Order of the Par. 
liament for the Thankſgiving- by the Viadicator, For 
when Mens Mings are much intended to the things of 
the World, and bigg with the acquelt of them, they are 
uſually thereby too much diverted and clouded to dif- 
cern, and be of quick Underſtanding in ſuch matters, be 
the importance thereof what it will : But for zhe Error 
in Policy, fince we feel ſo much of it, I think it greatly 
concerns thg King and Kingdom, that it be well under- 
derſtood, and ſpeedily redreſſed. By that one Conde- 
ſcention which I mention'd before, was much of that great 
Authority, and true Majeſty, which the ſpecial Provi- 
dence of God had conferr'd upon his Inſtrument, and was 
really a Talent to be wiſely uſed, unhappily loſt and ſub- 
jected to a Party not entire for his Intereſt : For thereby 
was the whole Party, whereof many were doubtful be- 
fore, greatly confirmed, and animated, and raiſed above 


their ExpeRations and themſelves. Nor was this all : for | 


this made others, who were not otherwiſe of the Party, 
ſeeing the Stream run fo ftrong that way, preſently fall 
in with them : So that their numbers were thereby en- 
| creaſed by the concurrence of many, who regarding only 

which ſide was molt prevalent, would as readily have 

joyned with thoſe, wh being fully ſatisfied with the Ju- 
ſtice of the Cauſe, and of the Proceedings, were cordial 
and entire Friends to it, had they appeared as powerful 
in Favour at the Court. And this, as it made them appear 
more conſiderable to others, ſo that, when they obſerv'd it 
made them ſtill more confident to promote ſuch Perſons and 
Things, as, if throughly examined, will be tound to have 
been more for the Service of the late King James, and the 


French Kipg, than of the preſent King, and the Conftede- | 
rates. | 


| 
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rates. Not only ſuch, as were heretofore Creatures of the 
late King, bur ſuch as few thought well affected to this, 
and are believed to have really done no little Service to 
the former, and Diſſervice to this, by unfaichtul Manage- 
ment, have been fir{t recominenged, and afterward ſccu- 
red, even from the eftectual Proceedings of the Parlia- 
ment it ſelf. Andthis again hath produced another milchic- 
vous Conſequence, that generally ſuch as depend upon their 
Employments, oblerving hSw all Miſcarriages are covered, 
ard either wholly vindicated, or greatly extenuated, and the 
Agents protected and ſecured, they dare not ſpeak out what 
they know, for fear of diſobliging not only this powerful Par- 
ty, but even the Criminals themſelves, And as foui and groſs a 
Miſcarriage as this hath been of the late Admiral atSea,it is ge- 
nerally believed by ſuch as converſe much with Seamen, that 
many are atraid todiſoblige him if they ſhould ſpeak out, In 
theſe Obſervations I might proceed oxe ſtep further ; but I 
think fit to ſtop here, this being ſufficient to demonſtrate to 
any man of ſenſe, in how dangerous a Condition the King 
and Queen are, of being delivered up as an Expiatory Sa- 
crifice to their Enemies, and theſe Nations of being in- 
volved in Blood and Confuſion ; and from whence all this 
Danger. comes. And though other Inſtances might be 
given of ſuch Counſels and Proceedings as vere of dange- 
rous Conſequence, and miſchievous to the King ard his 
[tereſt ; yet I delire not to exaſperate or aggravate things 
unneceflarily, this which I have faid being alone ſuffici- 
ent to evince the Error of that Policy, from which all 
hath proceeded. 

It makes me many times think of the Subtile Policies 
of King James the Firſt, who thought by his King-craft 
to have out-done all the World, but was in moſt matters 
of moment over-reached himſelf, Juſt ſuch hath proveg 
this daubing Policy of ſome conceited Politicians, impa- 
tient of delay in ſome expected Preferments, who unhap. 
pily miſlead the King at his firſt coming into ſo dangeroug 
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and unſafe a Tratt, and being better skilled in the Theo- 
ry of vulgar Policy, than in the Prattice of that which 
1s ſolid and ſubſtantial, by over-doing have undone all, 
and built upon lo falle and ſandy a Foundation, as will 
bring all into Contluttong unleſs it be ſpeedily prevented 
by fome very good and effectual Means. For otherwiſe 
as we have becn betrayed all along, we are like ſtill fo 
to be, till both King and Kingdom be ſurpriz'd and in- 
voly'd in ſome ſuch Miſchiefs as aforeſaid. This, it is 
plain to all, who have Wit enough to perceive it, and 
Honeſty enough to confeſs it, was very near to have been 
our Caſe this Summer, had not the ſpecial Providence of 
God interpos'd and prevented it, by preſerving both the 
Kings Perſon, and our Fleet, from the nearelt approach- . 
es of Deſtruction. that could be. A Deliverance, per- 
haps, if well underſtood, and conſidered in all -its Cir- 
cumſtances, not inferiour to thoſe of the Spanijh Invaſi- 
on, and Gun-Powder Treaſon. And I with we may be 
wiſe, ſtrengthen our {elves indeed, and mark and ſee what 
we do: for at the Return of the Year, thoſe Syrians, if 
they find ſtill fuch Encouragement from home, will cer- 
tainly again come up againlt vs. 

But what are theſe Good and Effeftual Means, by 
which all this Miſchief may be prevented ? Why, that 
alſo I will endeavour by the Grace of God to declare 
plainly. And the plain truth is, it is meer Brutiſhnels 
and Srupidity not to look furiher than all this, and per- 
ceive a Precedent efteCtual Cauſe, to which a proper appli- 
cacion muſt be made, before any Relief or Amendment 
can be had ; and which, till that be done, will rankle, 
feſter, and produce ſtill worſe ſymptoms upon the*uſe of 
whatever other Means we can think of. For all this is 
of God, who hath the Hearts of all Men in his Hand, 
and hath done admirably in all theſe things; hath cor. 
reted us but in mercy, and given us fair warning. He 
preſerved our Fleet from ſurprize and ſudden DefſtruQi- 

on, 
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on, when at anchor in St, Hellens Bay, the French were 
{o near as Freſb-water Bay before they knew it : And he 
preſerved the King's Perſon, when he yet ſuffered a Can- 
non Bullet to come ſo very near as to touch him. 
He gave him a very Glorious Victory at Land, and yet 
again ſo ordered it, that he ſhould ſuffer a great Dimi- 
nution of all-that Glory, by a baffle of his Fleet at Sea, 
and of his Army at Land againſt Lymerick ; whereas he 
could eaſily have prevented both it he had pleaſed : 
I wiſh both King and People may lay theſe things to 
Heart, and conſider wiſely what is fit to be done, leaſt 


- the next Buliet may be permitted, inſtead of the Skin to 


take the Heart, and the next Engagement inſtead of Baf- 
fles, bring Confuſion upon the Nation : It is dangerous 
dallying in this Caſe, and dangerous 'trifling in Sacred 
Things. I will nor repeat what I have ſaid before in 
my RefleCtions upon the Occurrences of the laſt Year; in- 


deed I need not, for 1 have too much new Matter to men- - 


tion, Nor does it belong *to me to.enquire what hath 
been done in purſuance of the King's Pious and Prudent 
Letter to the Biſhop of Loxdon, and the other Biſhops ; for 
that belongs to them to do. But this I will ay, though it 
make the Ears of all pious People that hear it to tingle, if 


"by any means I may raiſe upa better Sptrit in the Nation, and 


ſhame the great Men of it into better Manners in time, to 
prevent a more ſevere CorreCtion. I had a Meſſage ſent me by 
a very Pious and Reverend Divinewf the Church of England, 
That it was deſired by divers of the Biſhops, that I would 


prepare a Bill for them for an Att of Parliament, for more - 


effectual correCting of the notorious Sins and Vices of this 
Nation. Who thoſe Biſhops were, I was not told, nor was 
it material ; but I could not. but readily embrace ſo pious a 
Motion, and therefore-prefently ſet to work, drew up a foul 
Draught, and adviſed firſt with ſome private Friends of 
good Ability, and at laſt with divers of the Judges, who 


were then in Town, about it. The Sins and Vices were the _ 


{ſame 
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tame v hich were expreſs'd in that good Letter before men- 
Lioned of the King to the Bilhopof Loadon, and the Pream- 
ble molt of it in the words, and to the effeCt of that Letter ; 
and the Puniihments ſuch as are warranted by the Laws 
of God and Man ; and being fair tranſcribed it was deli- 
vercd tO a very good Biſhop, who was ſpoken to by the 
Biſhop of Loz40z ro Preach betore the Lords the Faſt-Day 
belore Eaſter : The good Man laboured with much Zeal 
to promote 1t, and intended to have recommended it to 
their Lordihips ac their Houſe, before they went to Church, 
as the molt proper time that could be ; but the Lords net- 
ther met art their Houſe, nor came to the Abby Church, 
as 15 uſual upon ſuch Occafions, in a Body ( though an 
Omiſſton apt ro be imputed to want of Devotion to God 
11 ſome, and of Aﬀection to the Caule in others ; ) and there- 
tore being diſappointed in that, the next time they met 
he acquainted them with the Bill, and defired Leave to 
bring 1t into the Houſe, which was granted indced, but the 
fotion {o entertain'd by ſome, that the molt Prudential 
of our Biſhops adviſed not to venture the reading of it 
till a more favourable time, leaſt it ſhould be rejefted ; 
and their Authority kept ir out at that time, and I doubt 
will be apt to do the like at any other, unleſs this plain 
dealing can help ir, and therefore I think fir to conlider 

this Matter a little further. 
And Firſt, here is matter of very ſerious and fad Con- 
ſideration, that Vice and Wickedneſs- ſhould be ſo pre- 
valent among the Nobflity of this Nation, that the whole 


Body of the Biſhops of the Church of Ezxg/and ſhould not . 


dare to offer to bring in a Bill for the Reformation there- 
of, leaſt it ſhould be rejected. And it our Nobility be 
come to that Degree of Obſtinacy and Impudence 1n Sin 
and Wickedneſs, and Infatuation and Folly, as to outface 
the Gravity and Authority of our Biſhops, and that not 


ſeyerally, but when aſſembled - together, and in ſo folemn - 


an Aſſembly, what good can we expeQt from them ; but 
rather 
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rather that they ſhould provoke the Judgments of God 
upon themſelves and the whole Nation, for -the Chaſtiſe- 
ment of that which doth ſo outtace all Humane Autho- 
rity ? | | 
Secondh, It is matter of as ſerious and fad Conſidera- 
tion, that the Biſhops of the Church of Ezgland ſhould be 
ſunk ſo low in their Authority, be become ſo mean in 
that Eſteem and Veneration with the People, which uſed 
to be paid to Perſons in that Sacred FunCtion, and ſhould 
retain ſo little of true Chriſtian Generofity and Magnani- 
mity, as that the whole Body of them in ſuch an Aiſem- 
bly ſhould not be able by their Gravity and weighty Ad- 
monitions to awe and confound the Malapertneſs of a few 
inconfiderate Noblemen, if any ſuch ſhould appear, though 
with the concurrence of divers of the Temporal Lords, 
which doubtleſs would not be wanting ; and ia caſe the 
leading Men among them did diſlike that Bill or any thing 
in it, that they who diſlike it, ſhould have fo little Zeal 
for the Honour and Service of God, the good of this 
Church and Nation; and the-Reputation of their own Order, 
as not of themſelves to provide a better before this time. 

Thirdly, And this opens a very ſad, but uſeful and ne- 
ceſlary Proſpect to all the ſincere and ſerious Friends of 
the Church of Ez7/an4 ; whereby we may come to a bet- 
ter underſtanding both of our own Communion, and of 
the Difſenters ; and of our Bzhaviour toward them, what 
it hath been, and what it ought to be. For our own 
Communion, we fee here that which may corre&t and 
humble us for our vain magaifying of our Church above 


all others, and our deſpiſing; villifying and diſturbing our Bre- | 


thren, who are in many reſp2&s better than our ſelves ; 
and how properly applicable that Admonition of the Faith- 
ful Witneſs to the Church of the Laodiceans is to us, 
Rev. 3. 17. Thou ſay:t I am rich, and increaſed with goodt, 
and have need of nthins ; and knaveſt nit that thou art 
wretched, ani miſerabie, and poor, and blind, and naked : And 

what 
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what reaſon we have to fear leaſt that Judgment denoun- 
ced againſt them, be inflicted upon us,. who are fo little 
behind them in the ſame fault : Becauſe thou art lukewarm, | 
and neither cold nor hot, 1 will ſpew thee out : For here we © 

ice the chief of our Clergy and the chief of our Laity in 

oe of our moſt ſolemn Civil Aſſemblies ; and if we look 

into thoſe which ſhould be Sacred Afſgmblies, we can- 

not deny bur that they are generally greatly prophaned : 

For all theſe Perſons, of whom our whole Body of Bi- 

ſhops are {o afraid, are all Members of our Church ; not 
only admitted into it by Baptiſm, but freely admitted to 

the molt ſacred Rites in it. And as much overſpread with 
Vice, Prophaneneis and Debauchery as this Nation is, all 
is receivid with a full torrent into our Church : So that 
there is ſcarce a notorious ſcandalous Perſon in the whole 
Nation, but isof our Communion ; and if he be a Perſon 

of Quality, and Zealous for the Church, Complemented 
and Treated even by our Biſhops themſelves. Such 7#s zhe 
Diſcipline of our Chun, the end of which among the 
ancient Chriſtians was to preſerve the Honour and In- 
tegrity of our Holy Profeſſion ; burt'ſo little of that have 
we remaining among us, that that Popilh Relique which we 

have of Diſcipline, doth rather increaſe, what the genu- 

ine Chriſtian Diſcipline would cure. 

We are guilty of a like negle& in» our Worſhip ; only it . 
is not peculiar to us, but common to all the Reformati- 
on, which is very defective in that reſpe&t. Nor as there , 
any Excuſe for us, that I know of, but Ignorance, which 
is ſhameful enough among Men pretending ſo much to 
Learning : But if we can but purchaſe ,a little more Hu- 
mility, Modeſty, and Condelcention to the Infirmities of 
our Brethren, by it, it will be well. I do not know of 
any Church in the World, from the Paſſion of our Sa- 
viour to the time of the Reformation, where the Celebra- 
tion of that bleſſed Sacrament of the Euchariſt, was not 
a part ( as It is the peculiar part of the Chriſtian Worſhip ) 
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of their ordinary publick Worſhip of God, inſomuch that 
it was commonly called Sacrificium quotidianmm their daily 
Sacrifice : The Principal Uſes of it are: 1. A folemn A& 
of Recognition of our Redemption, and of the Dominion 
of our Saviour thereby acquired over us. 2. A Repreſen- 
tation of the Paſſhon of our Saviour to God the Father 
in our ſolemn Aſſemblies, as effeqtual to all intents and 
purpoſes in the Churches of the Gentiles, as were any or all 
the Sacrifices of the Jews under the Law. 3. A Spiritual 
Communion between God and the Souls of the Faithful, as 
real as was that between our Saviour-and the faithful Wo- 
man, who touch'd his Garment, when he felt Vertue go 
out of him. 4. A Sacred Communion and Confederation 
between the Faithful themſelves: And where all this is neg- 
leted, what can it be imputed to, but gither want of De- 
votion and of a grateful Senſe of our- Redemption, and a 
ſupine Negle& of our own greateſt Concern ; or Infidelity 
and Ignorance, which, as ſaid, is the beſt, though ſuffict- 
ently ſhameful, excuſe we can make ? In the Greek Church 
where this Negle& firſt began, as is noted by St. Ambroſe, 
and much complain'd of by Chryſoſtom, it was follow'd 
with diſmal Contentions, Diviſions and Confufions : And I 
am of opinion, that not only the great Decay of Chriſtian 
Piety, but the unhappy Divilions of our Church, may be 
imputed to this Neglect among us, as one principal Cauſe. 
And I am well fatisfied that our want of a daily Chritian 
Sacrifice among us is one of the principal Prejudices, which 
hinder the Reconciliation of the beſt of the Engliſh Pa- 
piſts to us 3 which would be much more eaſe, if that and 
two or three more Points of. Controverſie were but a little 
better look'd into and ſetled. . But our Second Service, as 
we uſe it, with no little inconvenience in many Churches, 
is peculiar to us, a Novelty , ſuch as was once introduced 
in France, and called Miſſa fieca, and Miſſa nantica, but 
ſoon exploded as a jejune and barren thing 3 and bears 
witneſs againſt us for our mo of that, without which 
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our Liturgy or Service in the Judgment of Learned Men, 
and of Biſhop Ardrews 1n particular, is imperfe&. Beſides, 
our Offices and Collects are defeQtive, and not ſufficient for 
all occaſions ( as may be perceived by: the Bills: which are 
daily put up to the Readers) or to expreſs the Devotion of 
many pious Souls in the ordinary Service. 
For the Do#rin of the Church of Exgland declared m our 
Articles, it 4s certain that moſt of the Diflenters are as 
much for it as thoſe of our Communion, and more than 
divers of them are; and-therefore I need ſay nothing of 
. that. But much of the DoCtrin which hath been taught too 
often in our Churches ſince the Return of.King: Charles the 
Second, with a great deal of confidence, hath been fo far 
from the genuine Chriſtian Doctrtn, that it tends very much 
to the Subverſion thereof; to divert People from the Life 
and Power of Religion by reproachful Imputation of Fa- 
naticiſm and Enthuſiaſm ; fromthe ſtri& conſctencions ob- 
ſervance of it by the like reproachfal terms of -Bigottry 
and Presbyterianiſm 3 and to introduce inſtead of the Sp. 
ritual Life and Heavenly Converſation of gennine Chriſti- 
ans, a kind of ſuperficial Formality and Phariſaical Morality, 
abſtaining indeed from groſs, ſcandalous Sins, which any Man 
of ſenſe would do for his own Reputation; but leaving the 
Soul as much immerſed in terrene AﬀeGtions, as if thoſe emi- 
nent Vertues of Humility, Contempt of the Word,Heavenly- 
mindedneſs,Devotion to God and univerſal Charity toall ſort: 
of Men,ſo muck ſtudied and practiſed by the Ancient Chriſti 
ans, were things rather to be pitied in them as weakneſs, or 
unneceſlary trouble, or Superſtition, than imitated by us. | 
Of our Clergy, I thank God, we have many of good - 
Learning, Vertue and Piety ; Men of Moderation and Cha- 
rity to-all Men, but eſpecially to all ſerious and pious Chriſti- 
ans, though of different opinions concerning many things 
diſputed in .matters of Religion z and well content they 
ſhould quietly enjoy the freedom of their Religion , and 
Civil Rights, and ſerve their Country, and be admitted 


Into 


| 
| 
| 


(35) 
mto the Communion and Service of our Church upon as : 
eaſie terms as may be. But there are again, no ſmall pare 
who are groſly ſcandalous, or, if not ſo groſly ſcandalous, 
yet make a Trade of Divinity, apply themſelves to it as ; 
others do to Trades and Civil Profeſſions, to get their Li- 
ving, Eſtates and Preferments by it 3 preach indeed and 
read Prayers, if they cannot keep Curatesz but have 
little care more of the Souls committed to their charge, 
and therefore never ſcruple at any charge thotigh never 
ſo great, ſo the Profits to their Purſe be but greatz and - 
though not ſo groſly ſcandalous, give great offence to 
People of the higher Ranks and Parts, by their eager -and 
infatiable purſuit of Preferments z and thereby tempt them 
to ſaſpe& that they believe not themſelves the Dodrin 
which they preach, as I was not long fince upon ſach an: 
occaſion told by a Perſon of great place and parts, that he: 
thought them all Atheiſts 3 which though, I ſuppoſe, more 


than he did indeed believe,yet ſhews how apt it1s to tempt 


Men to it, and I doubt not but prevails with ſome: And: 
however that be; it is certainly ſo great a- temptation and 
incentive to Worldly-mindedne(fs, Covetouſneſs, Pride and 
Ambition, that it utterly diſables them to preach with any 
Life and Succeſs, againſt thoſe Vices and Sins, which-though 
not ſo ſcandalous in vulgar Reputation as ſome. others, are 
not leſs enſharing to Souls and pernicious to States and Hu- 
man Societies. And indeed a great part of our Clergy are 
plainly infefted and overſpread with Formality and- Phari- 
faiſm, almoſt in all the inftances of it except the beſt, that 
is,. Zeal' for making Proſelites. But as to that, I doubt the 
whole Church of Exgland hath much to anſwer for before 
God, who hath left them deſtitute of no Means or Oppor- 
tunity to propagate the Goſpel to the remoteſt parts of the 
World, nm have they not all equalled what hath been done 
by one ſingle Gentleman, a Lay-man. - Nay, even at home 3 
neither in England, Scotland or Ireland is the Goſpel yet fo 
throughly planted, but that a Fields may. be truly faid 
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co He ſtill uncultivated, And if we enter a little farther 
we ſhall ſee yet greater Abominations than theſe, even in 
this great and populous City: What great numbers of Peo- 
ple have we, who have either no Pariſh-Churches to repair 
to, or not capacious enough to receive them? and what 
numbers of Clergy-men walking about the Streets ſeeking 
for Employment ? and ſome to my knowledge 1n great 
ſtraits and neceſſities; (I could fay more, but I forbear ) 
while the Fat of the Land is ingrofſed and devoured by 
others 3 ill Husbandmen certainly, who will not provide 
Labourers, becauſe they are not willing to pay their Wages. 
But what doth our Church in this caſe? Why are not ſuch 
Perſons as will undertake great Charges, more than one, or 
two, or more can ſufficiently diſcharge, for the ſake of great 
Revenues, admoniſhed of their Duty, what in Conſcience 
they ought to do, by our Biſhops m their Viſitations ? Are 
they only the Canons of the Church, and the Laws of the 
Land that the Biſhops of our Church are to at by? Are 
the Admonitions of our Biſhops in Matters of Duty and 
Conſcience of ſo little Authority with our own Clergy, 
unleſs we have Canon or Statute to compel Conformity ? 
And in caſe the Revenues of ſach a place be not ſufficient 
to maintain Labourers enough, where is the Piety and Cha- 
rity of our dignified Clergy, and the Uſe of our ample Re- 
venues in our Church, that we have-no Evangeliſts ſent out 
and maintained at the charge of the Charch to ſupply theſe 
and the like. occaſtons? And where we fee fo little Cha- 
rity to the Souls of Men, what wonder is it if their Pijety 
and Devotion to God be proportionable ? If they invite 
not others to the daily worſhip of God in publick, when 
we ſee it fo rarely frequented by themſelves 2 Nay not uſed 
in many Churches but Sundays; or Sundays , Wedneſs 
days and Fridays3' or not 'at ſuch hours as ſome of their 
charge, and ſuch as they ought to have a ſpecial care of- 
can only have for that ſervice, without they will be at the 
ebarge themſclves to hire a Reader on purpoſe? and > 
ap 
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haps not ſo much as that permitted without much-entreaty 
nor injoyed without diſtarbance ſometimes? as if Preach- 
ing were all their work, and Hearing all that is neceſſary 
for the People 3 or common Civility all their Religion z 
but daily preſenting our ſelves before God to worſhip him 
in publick, and aſſembling our ſelves together in ſach holy 
Worſhip, to animate one another thereunto, and beget and 
confirm -mutual Charity and Piety, was not part of that 
Practice, which is the very End of Preaching and Hearing. 
And what wonder if ſuch inſtruQ not as they ought,and preſs 
not their People to frequent the moſt ſolemn and peculiar 
part of our Chriſtian Worſhip, and then to excuſe their own 
negle falſly accuſe their People,and charge it upon them? 
More I might ſay, but I need ſay no more, nor have I faid 
ſo much with any ill mind, but beſides other good Ends 
for the real Service of this Church, and the good of thoſe, 
who perhaps will ſome of them be offended at it, if there 
be any ſo void of Piety and Conſideration: That we may 
better know our ſelves, and be humbled for what we really 
are, and not vainly vant of what we are not : That*find- 
ing our ſelves ſo faulty, we may learn more Moderation to- 
wards our Brethren 3 leſt by too ſeverely judging them, 
inſtead of judging our ſelves as we ought, we provoke the 
Judgment of God upon us eſpecially when we our ſelves 
give the occaſions of what we quarrel with them for, by a 
Phrifaical ExaGtion of things not neceſlary, .inſtead of 
Chriſtian Condeſcentian to the Infirmities of the weak 3 by 
Phariſaical Perſecution of Nonconformity to the Orders 
of Men, and at the ſame time permitting notorious con- 
tempt of the Laws of God by our own Members without 
check or controle, or ſcarce ſerious refentmentz by driving 
them by our Prophanation and want of Diſciplin from 
our Aſlemblies, and yet like Madmen labouring by the un- 
natural means of Force to compel them thereunto : (A Fa- 
naticiſm indeed, juſtly to be charged upon many, who fally 
charge. it upon others) For it is a truth too notorious » 
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be deny'd, that we have few Chriſtian Aſſemblies, but thoſe 
of the Diſſenters, which can properly be called Holy ; being 
generally all profaned by ſcandalous Members, and m 
of all thoſe of our Chathedrals, even by ſcandalous Mini- 
ſters, who ofticiatein the Choirs, the exerciſe of our Diſci- 
pline not extending ſo far as to the Reformation of them 
who are ſo near at home. Laſtly, that all ſerious, pious, 
vertuous and con{iderate Men, who are true Lovers of their 
Country, may have a right Information concerning. theſe 
things; and ſeeing deeper into this Myſtery of Iniquity,may 
no longer ſaffer th-mſelves to be' abnsd and made Tools to 
ſapport a pernicious Faction of Men, who for their own 
worldly advantage cry aloud for the Church, as if it was 
in danger by others, when tney themſelves do moſt of all 
endanger it, by the Animoſities, whereby they divide it, 
and the Formality and-Prophanation, whereby it is expoſed, 
to the great offence of many: ſerious and pious People 
but as becomes wiſe Men- and underftanding Chriſtians, 
taking theſe things into ſerious conſideration apply ourſelves 
in good ſober ſadneſs to-the proper means to preſerve both 
Church and State, that is, to prevent the Jadgments of God; 
which are-otherwiſe like -to overturn both by a ſpeedy and 
ſubſtantial Reformation, by fincerly ſeeking a Reconcilia- 
tion with onr Brethren, whom we have offended by our 
Scandals and harſh and uncharrable dealings, and all unite 
as fellow Chriſtians and Compatriots, and joyn ail our 
ſtrength and forces firſt to ſuppreſs' and exterthinate' the 
Common Enemy at home; our reigning Sins of- Prophaneſs, 
Debauchery and Contempt of -the Goſpel,” and then ſeie& 
the moſt proper, the moſt” faithful and beft qualified, for 
Council, Condu&, Induſtry and Courage, of what ever 
Rank, Degree or Profeſſion they be, if ſober and vertnous, 
to employ both for managemetit at: home, and againſt our 
Enemies abroad. -''Then tnay we- hope to proſper, but not 
till then: For as: the Miſcarriages of Princes often bring 
Miſchiefs upon the People,ſo do the Sins and Wickedneſfs ed 
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the People as often bring Croſles and Diſappojnitments upon 
the moſt hopeful Enterprizes of the-beſt.-of- Princes; not 
only:as natural Conſcquences,but by the ſpecial, Jadgments 
of God. .And this britigs me to my next Obſervation upon 


'* thathbiifineſs of the Bill, And thereſore, 


Fourthly, This Prudential 44vice, which prevailed tolay 
aſide that Bill till a more favourable time, may fatisfie us 
of the truth of what I mentioned 1n my;former RefleGions 
modeſtly, and only as matter of ſuſpicion, viz. That.the 
King had not becn faithfully dealt within a matter of the 
fame nature, and of great moment to himſelf, in reſpect of a 
ſpecial Duty incumbent upon him by a ſpecial Obligation, 
2s well as to the Nation. For as we. ſee plainly that the 
fame Prudential Conſiderations prevailed in both, ſo there 
is no reaſon to doubt-but they'came from the ſame Au- 
thor 3 and if-my Information fails me not, theſe were not 
the only times they did ſo. I am ſorry that this vain 
Worldly Wiſdom, which is Fooliſhneſs. with God, ſhould 
be ſo deeply imbibed by ſuch as ſhould underſtand better 
things, and I doubt will one. day be call'd to account for 
it. But Ido not a little rejoyce to ſce-that fo plainly,which 
x hope may : mitigate much of the [Offence in the King 
though it light ſo much the -heavier ſomewhere elſe. Eor 
I am ſo well ſatisfied that neighgr of theſe Prudential .Ad- 
vices, which I have mention'd, are conſiſtent. either with 
true Policy or ſound Divinity, or, free, from ſuch Sin, as doth 
aſually provoke at leaſt ſmarr, Corrections, that -I dare 
undertake - to. make-it good againſt the Author or Authors 
of -them, whoever; he or they-are. But as this.is. no pro+ 

er place to. add. more to what I have.faid already on thaz 
Subje&t; ſo T hope the fair Admonitions, which, our. own 
Experience. hath already given us, pul make it needleſs, 
And therefore without further Retleftions upon what .is 
paſt, weaxe now to look forward what is now. to bedone, 
and what are thoſe Good aud.EffeFnal} Means to ſet us free 
from this impedited. and enchanted Condition... ;.. .. 
5 | "And 


(40) 

And the firſt thing to be done is to lay a good Founda- 
tion to ſecure the Favour and. Bleſling of the Divine Pro- 
vidence 3 which alone can make all go on proſperous and 
ſmooth, and very ſuccesfuls but without it, all. other, the 
moſt proper means that can be propos'd, will (til prove 
ineffectual and abortive, and be retarded with perpetual 
croſs Accidents and Diſappointments 3 nay prove themſelves 
occaſions of Miſchief. And this in truth has been our Caſe, 
whether it has been underſtood or not, from our firſt At- 
tewpts of reducing Jrelazd. Miſcarriages in Perſons im- 
ployed and intruſted I eaſily allow to be the immediate 
Cauſes : But 'tis a ſuperficial Inſpe&ion that can ſee no far= 
thcr into the Matter: The Original Caule lies a ſtep or 
two farther back ; but we are here only to look forward : 
Therefore in ſhort, the only true way, to obtain or ſecure 
the Favour and Bleſſing of God, is to remove the Curſed 
Thing which hath all this while interpoſed and with-held 
them from us. And it muſt be begun by a ſpeedy, reſo- 
lute and effeQtual Reformation of the great Impiety and 
Wickedneſs of the Nation 3 and this muſt be begun by the 
King himſelf, and in another manner than is yet done. 
His Letter to the Biſhops is a good and pious Letter z but 
what good it hath done I know not. The Biſhops I know, 
talked of other Letters alſo of their own ; but I ſee them 
not, or any good Effet of either. But the King hath a 
Civil Power, which muſt be exerted. It is his Office and 
Duty, To ſee the Laws duly executed 5 and when he finds 
that neglefed, to fend 'out his ſpecial Command to re- 
quire and enjoin the due Execution of them 3 and to pu- 
niſh or difflace ſuch as are Negligent and Remiſs, and put 
others in their places, who will more faithfully diſcharge 
their Duty. It is his Duty alſo to recommend 10 the Parlia- 
ment to make further Proviſion for ſuch Laws as he finds 
* wanting to ſupply the Defetts of thoſe we have already : 
And *tis likewiſe His Duty, as well as His Wiſdom to ex- 
courageVertue and Piety,and diſconntenance Vice and Wickedneſs, 
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by the diſpenſation of his Favours, and demonſtration of 
his Diſpleaſure accordingly. All this is moſt certainly his 
Duty, and if he doth not faithfully diſcharge ir both to 
God and to the Nation, he cannot expett either the Bleſting 
of God or the faithful Concurrence of the People with him. 
But becauſe I find no reaſon to doubt of his own good In- 
clinations to ſo good a Work, I ſee but two things fur- 
ther neceſſary to be noted to this Purpole : The one, that 
he beware of, and baniſh from his Preſence ſuch Perſons, 
eſpecially Clergy-men, as he hath found, either evil Coun- 
ſellors or falſe Guides, in a Matter of ſo apparent Duty 
and great Importance to himſelf and the Nation. The other, 
that he, likewiſe beware, ( and to that purpole give encou- 
ragement to faithful Intormations ) that he partake not 
in the fins of the late' Kings, by ſetting up notorious Ex- 
amples of Vice and Wickedneſs in Honour or great Places. 
And upon this Occaſion I cannot but take Notice of what 
I have been told, by one who ſaid he was preſent, that 
two of the Principal Officers of our Fleet, ( whom he 
Named ) before the late Engagement, when they had re- 
ccived the Sacrament to qualitie them” tor their Employ- 
ment, entertained themſelves at Dinner with pleaſant Diſ-- 


\ courſe of what Women and whoſe Wives they had De- 


bauch'd : And it is reported that a Perſon notorious over 
all Exeland for the like Injury, with ſome aggravation to 
a Perlon of Quality, is lately put into a great'' Place. in 
Ireland. Such impious Perſons, who glory in: their Im- 
piety and Contempt of Religion, ought to be abominated 
and deteſted by all Men, as Enemies of God and Men, 
and Aſſociates of Devils and Curſed damned Spirits, Shall 
a mortal Man be moved at an Afﬀront or Contempt offer- 
el to his Father or his Friend, tho abſent ; and ſhall not: all 


| Men (even the Mob, as we call them, who have more 


Steddineſs, Conſtancy and Virtue, than a great part of our 
Nobility and Gentry have had of late ) Expreſs their Indig- 
nation againſt thoſe, who ſhail dare thus to Contemn and 

[ Afront 


_ 
_ - 


2ST OI 


[42 ] 


Aﬀront the great and glorious Author of our Being, upon 
whom we all continually depend, by ſuch impldent Yio- 
lation of his righteous Laws ? Be they Gentlemen or No- 
ble-men, or what they will, they are ten thouſand times 
worle than the Dirt of the Streets, and ought to be trod 
upon by the meaneſt of Humane Race. Nay, ſhall a King, 
who is but a mortal Worm, expect Honour and Obed; - 
ence, and Fidelity from his Fellow-Creatures, and many 
of them poſlibly upon a true eſtimate much better than 
Himſelf; and yet endure the Majeſty of Heaven, whoſe 
Deputy he is, to be ſo affronted, by thoſe whom his Divine 
Providence hath ſubjeAled to his Power to be govern'd in 
all Righteouſneſs, and not exert the utmoſt of that Power,and 
uſe all means poſſible to ſuppreſs them, tho it were to the 
hazard of twenty Kingdoms, and a thouſand Lives beſides ? 


Certainly Humane Nature, were it not mightily corrupt- © 


ed, could not with any Patience endure ſuch Contempt 
of our Creator and Redeemer, and the Religion we pro- 
fels. And beſides all this, what good can we expe& with 
any Moral Aſſurance from People of ſo little Conſideration 
and 'Conſtancy, or Command of themſelves, as to hazard 
their Souls, by proſtituting Religion to give Credentials to 
a vitious Prince, that they might more eaſily obtain his 
Favour ; or of fo little Wit and Obſervation, as no better 
to diſtinguiſh Times and Perſons, but think this King maſt 
needs. be ſuch as themſelves are, or the former, that they 
impudently. perſiſt in the ſame wicked Courſes, and take 
this Liberty to affront Religion, which he profeſſeth, not in 
ſhew as the-other did, but in reality ? And therefore to con- 
clude this Matter, as it is the Kings Duty to remove ſuch 
Abuſes and ſcandalous Perſons, it being in his Power of 
himſelf co do it, 10 it is the Right of the Subje&t, and their 
Duty too to God, to defire and demand it. For we can: 
not, expe& the Bleſiing of God to be with us, *cill thoſe 
Scandals and Abominations be removed, either by the Re. 
formation or Removal of the Perſons, or by the Deſtru&i. 


On 
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on of moſt of them in a long continued Way, without Ho- 
nour to the King, or Satisfaction co the People, *cill that 
be done. And I may be bold to ay, it is defir'd and ex- 
peed of him, by all the Serious, Virtuous and Pious, 
( that is, the beſt, and which will prove in concluſion the 
moſt prevalent Part ) of the Nation. Chriſtianity will cer- 
tainly revive here in a ſhort time in its ancient Power 
and Splendor ; and nothing can be fo glorious and advan- 
rageous to this King as to be a vigorous Inſtrument in it. 
This Foundation being well laid, we may proceed to the 
reſt with Confidence of the Divine Favour and Bleſſing 
upon us, and that no Oppoſition {hall be able to ſtand be- 
fore us: And the next Buſineſs will be, zo put the Manage- 
ment of our Affairs into the hands of ſuch as the King may 
reaſonably Confide in, for their Integrity and AﬀeCtion to his 


] Cauſe, and ſufficient Qualifications for the Imployments 


committed to them, And this is a Duty which the King 
owes both to the Kingdom, and to his Confederates in 
this great Cauſe, and he cannot in Honour, no more than 
in Prudence do otherwiſe. Nay, I will (ay more, it is a 
Duty, which he owes to God, whoſe Cauſe it is, who hath 
raiſed him up to be his Inſtrument in ir, who hath given 
him ſo great Experiments of his Conduct and Protection, 
and is ſtill ready to proſper him in it, provided he be faith- 
ful to his ConduQt,, and do not diſhonour him by relaxing 
his Confidence therein, and yielding to the Temptation of 
vulgar Politicks ; which would but weaken his Intereſt, 
and prove deceitful and a Snare to him. Fidelity of Sout 
to God is the great buſineſs and exerciſe of all our Lives ; 
but in them who are raiſed up to be Inſtruments in any 
reat Work, it is in a ſpecial manner required that it be 
tirm and ſteddy, as becomes thoſe who are experienc'd 
Maſters in it, not mutable and unſtable like Novices and 
Learners. To this is required great Courage and Vigour, 
grounded upon firm Truit and Confidence in the infallible 
Wiſdom and Power of God, ps an intire reſignation of 
2 the 
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the Event of all to his Will : But there is alſo required true 
Wiſdom to improve all Opportunities and Advantages, and 
to avoid all Inconveniences, and truly to diſtinguiſh which 
are which. And there is moreover required Righteouſneſs, 
without which there can be neither true Wiſdom, whatever 
ſpecious appearance it may have, nor Fidelity to God; for 
it would be a departure from his Ways, and a Diſtruſt of the 
ſufficiency of his Condu&t, and a Diſhonour to him. And 
whoever ſteps out of his Way, will certainly intangle him- 
ſelf, and loſe all his labour at the leaſt. Such courles ſhall 
never proſper, or bring a Man benefit, if they bring not 
greater Miſchief upon him. I ſpeak of his good Inſtru- 
ments for good, and not of his Inſtruments for CorreQi- 
on and Vengeance, fuch as Evil Spirits, and Evil Men, 
whom he frequently lets looſe to fatisfie their own wick- 
ed Appetites for puniſhment of others. I have already 
diſtinguiſhed with relation to this buſineſs four ſorts of Peo- 
ple in this Nation ; one part who are zealous for reſto- 
ring of the late King James, and that theſe are not to be 
employ'd, I need not ule many words to demonſtrate : 
but yet I think that they alſo are to be diſtinguiſh'd ; and 
that ſuch of them as never ſubmitted to this Govern- 
ment, but appear fairly as Enemies, are to be treated no 
worſe than Enemies of War, and not as Traitors; but 
ſuch as appear and act in publick as Subjefts, and yet 
ſhall be found in ſecret Conſpiracies againſt this Govern- 
ment, may. juſtly be dealt with as Traytors. Oaly thus 
much Favour I ſhould be for ever for them ; that where- 
as I doubt not but there have been many. this Summer actu- 
ally engaged in, or privy to a moſt dangerous Conſpira- 
cy, and that not only for their King James, but under that 
pretence with the Frexch, who are Enemies to their Coun- 
trey ; yet if they will confeis how far they have been con- 
cerned in any ſuch matter, and either give ſufficient afſu- 
rance to ſubmit and live peaceably for the future, or de- 
clare themſelves, and depart the Kingdom, they _— be 

rec 


8 


[45 ] 


free ſo to do : but they who will not, are to be looked up- 
on as Traytors; and it 1s part of that Fidelity which the 
King owes both to God, and t9 the People, who entruſt- 
ed him with the Government, to cauſe diligent and ſtri& 
Enquiry to be made into it, leaſt we be involved in great- 
er Michiefs betore the next Summer be over. 

Another ſort are ſuch, who from ſome miſtaken Noti- 
ons of Government, which they had unthinkingly imbib'd, 
are perſwaded that the lace King James hath ſtill a Right ; 
but conſidering his Rei;gion, and to whom he hath ſubject- 
ed his Conſcience for Intormation and Dire-tion, and what 
Confuſions and Miſchiets were thereby begun, and likely 
in time to have been brought upon theſe Nations, and our 
Confederates, are ſenſible of rhe Providence and Mercy of 
God, in ſending us ſuch a Deliverance ; and therefore tho 
they will not fooliſhly and ungratefully reſiſt this gracious 
Providence of God, but are willing to enjoy it in quiet ; 
yet think fit not to ſtain or ſtrain their Conſciences - in 
ating againſt him, who they think hath a Right. And 
theſe in my apprehenſion are right honeſt Men, and de- 
ſerve all the Favours and Kindneſs they can in reaſon 
deſire : And I ihall endeavour in a more proper Place to 
do them ſome Service, by ſhewing them their Error ; but 
I have no more to ſay of them here, in relation to ſuch 
Employments as I ſpeak of, for like honeſt men they will 
not accept them. 

A third ſort are of thoſe, who have the ſame Opinion of 
the Right of King James, that the former have, and will 
not recognize the preſent King and Queen to be righttul 
King and Queen; yet make no {cruple to ſwear Allegiance 
to them, to att under their Authority, and not only {o, 
but to aQt in Council and War againſt him whom they 
believe to have the Right ſtill, and they know hath had 
not long ſince the Poſleftion allo. I know very well that 
by our Laws what is done for or againſt a King de Fadto, is 
equally juſtifiable or puniſhable, as if he was alſo King 4e 
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Jure ;, and good reaſon there may be for it, w#z. That 
honeſt well-meaning People may not ſuffer for what the 
do in the fincerity of, their Hearts, believing it to be juſt 
and right, and, That the Peace of the Kingdom may not 
be diſturbed upon pretence of, or for the Right of a par- 
ticular Perſon, though King de Jure. But this juſt and 
reaſonable Law, cannot, I doubt, excuſe; i» foro Conſcien- 
tie, ſuch as for private temporal reſpetts, or unneceſ[ari- 
ly a againit one whom they believe to have the Right, 
and to be King de Jure. All honeſt Conſcieatious Men 
are very Cautious, and not eaſily perſwaded to a@ in a 
doubtful Caſe, when without doubt they may lawfully ab- 
{tain ; and therefore they who are eaſily perſwaded to it 
upon a Prolpect of Preferment, may juſtly be ſuſpefted : 
But they who in ſuch Caſe thruſt themſelves forward, 
may be concluded to be Men of little Conſcience, Honeſty 
or Honour : And therefore I am of Opinion that they, who 
believe in their Conſcience that the late King hath yet a 
right to Reign, and that King Wiliam and Queen Mar 
are only King and Queen ade Fad&o, and therefore refuſe 
and oppole a Recognition of them to be rightfull King and 
Queen, cannot in Honour or Honeſty a&t in Council or 
War in this Caſe. And for the ſame reaſon I am allo of 
Opinion, that- neither can any Prince, who acts not as a 
private Man for his own Intereſt, but as a publick Per- 
{on for a whole Society of Men, and, as our preſent Caſe 
is, for the common Concern of divers orher Princes and 
People, in Prudence or Honour commit any ſuch Employ- 
ment to any Perſon of that Opinion, For it is plainly to 
rempt him firſt to be falſe to his own Conſcience for the 
ſake of the Employment, and next -to be falſe to him who 
employs him for the ſake of his Conſcience : For no Man 
can long att vigorouſly and ſteddily, re/a&Fante Conſcien- 
tia, and the Conſideration that Right ( that is, what he 
takes to be ſo) may one day take place, will be a conti- 
nua! check upon him for ever doing any conſiderable Ser- 
vice 
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vice againſt it ; and a continual Motive to hearken to any 
probable Overtures for it. And this Conſideration, that 
the King cannot in Honour commit any ſuch Employment 
to them, as things ſtand at preſent, ought to be another 
Motive to them to abſtain, even out of Reſpect to the King, 
if they have any for him ; and it they have not, he hath 
the leſs reaſon to employ them : But otherwiſe I would 
not have them abridged of the leaſt benefit of the Revolu- 
tion that their Hearts can in reaſon deſire. 

Theſe ſeveral forts of Perſons are moſt of them of the No- 
bility, Gentry, Clergy, or Citizens of ſome particular Ci- 
ties, or Officers in our Fleet and Armies : Bur of all our 
Nobility, or however of our Gentry, Clergy and Citizens 
of the ſeveral Cities of the Nation, I hope the greateſt 
part by much, and our Yeomanry, and the great Body of 
the People, and the Sea-men, are beyond all diſpute ge- 
nerally all, entire for the preſent Settlement and Right of 
the preſent King and Queen : And all theſe are alſo firm 
for the Proteſtant Religion, and for the Common Good of 
the Nation, and for the Common Cauſe of the Confede- 
Tates. And therefore it is all the reaſon in the World that 
all theſe, that is, the King and Queen, the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, the Common Good of the Nation, and the Com- 
mon Cauſe of all the Confederates, ſhould have the com- 
mon and United Afliſtance of them all. Nor can I be- 
lieve that any will oppoſe it but ſuch as are in truth, in 
the bottom, more hearty for a Party, than for the Chri- 
ftian Religion ; for a FaQton, than for the common Good 
of the Nation ; for King James, than for King William ; 
or for the Corruptions and Abuſes of Popery, than for the 
Purity and Power of the true Religion ; and for the Ulur- 
pations, Incroachments and Tyranny of the French Nim- 
rod, than for the juſt and noble.Caule of the Confederates. 
And if this be true that I ſay, and I be not greatly mi- 
ſtaken, it will hence follow that the King himſelf is oblig'd 


in Prudence, in Juſtice and Honour to recommend the Re- 
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moval of all Impediments, by the Statutes of the two laſt 
Reigns, to the Parliament with all Earneſtneſs ; and that 
he, being a Proteſtant Prince, hath great reaſon to reſent 
any Oppoſition that ſhall be made to ſo neceſſary a Pro- 
polition ; and to take Notice of the Perſons, and Places 
which ſend any of them, as ſuch as are ſtill ſo levened with 
FaQtion, that they do not diſcern that the great. Heats and 
Animoſities which have long diſturbed this Nation, were 
principally occaſioned and heightened to ſerve the Intereſt 
of the Papiſts, or a miſchievous Fattion, And ſince this 
Parliament was choſen before the ACt of Pardon was paſs'd, 
and the Elections and Returns in many Corporations, 
(where were many Criminals,) were made with great Heat 
and FaQtion by ſ{uch-as were concerned to ſave themſelves, 
and all the Intereft they could make, ( as appears in the 
many Petitions before the Committee of Elections ) if this 
Parliament will cot agree'upon what 15 neceſſary for the 
Common Good, it may prove a good Expedient to diſſolve 
them and call another ſpeedily, which probably may be 
choſen more fairly and indifterently. And thus much I 
thought fit to add to what I had mention'd before on the 
ſame SubjeQts, becauſe they are matters of ſo great Con- 
Ccern. 

And now as to the ſpecial Qualifications of the Perſons 
to be employed ; this poor Nation hath been long 1n a ve- 
ry pitiful Condition in this reſpeR, while this, which ought 
principally ro be regarded, hath apparently been leaſt and 
laſt of all ſought after : King Charles heartily favouring ve- 
ry few, who would not either comply with him in his 
voluptuous Courſes and Luxury, or ſerve him either in his 
Illegal Projetts and Deſigns, or in abuſing the Nation out 
of their Money ; and King James as few, who would not 
one way or other ſerve the Intereſt of Popery : And while 
theſe Princes ſtudyed only to ſerve themſelves and their 
own Humours, it is no wonder if they were ſerved but 
by few who did not the like, that is, more regarded their 

own 
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own private Gain and Advancement, than the common 
Good of their Countrey. And though we have now a 
Prince of a quite different Temper, who induſtriouſly and 
vigorouſly proſecutes the Publick Good not only of theſe 
Kingdoms, but of his Neighbours and Confederates allo, 
yet is he plainly under ſome difficulties by reaſon of the 
Perſons he found in Imployments, and whoſe Qualifcat:- 
ons he could not ſo well know 'till he had ſome tryal and 
experience of them : And therefore both the People of this 
Nation, and our Confederates have great reaſon to bear 
atiently our Diſappointments hitherto, in great hopes to 
ee things 1n a better poſture another Year. 

But though this Experience may fatisfic him of the Ft- 
delity and good Qualifications of many, and of the Uniir- 
neſs of others to be employed or truſted, yet will he ſtand 
in need of good Advice and Information concerning others 
to ſupply their Places ; and the more by reaſon of the great 


| Corruption of the Manners of this People by the laſt two 


Reigns, which hath tainted them ( to ſay nothing here of 
other Immoralities ) with Unfaithfulneſs, Greedinels of 
Gain, and narrow-ſoul'd Selfiſhneſs, under ſuperficial Ap- 
pearances and plauſible Pretences, contrary to the true Ez- 
ghſh Genius, which is plain, honeſt, and truſty, and ſtour, 
hardy and induſtrious for the good of their Countrey. And 
it is, I doubt, too true, that thole who were — in De- 
oree or Employment to the Fountain . of that Corruption, 
have been moſt infefted by it : So that two things ſeem 
very neceſſary for the King, in this reſpe& eſpecially, and 
in his Caſe, as they are indeed always for all Princes, who 
undertake great Enterprizes : The one to have the beſt 
Information he can ; the other to uſe his own Liberty with- 
out confinement 7 the Choice of the fiteſt Perſons for his 
Service. Theſe are both for his own Intereſt ; and being 
no lels for the Intereſt of the Nation, they are alſo his Du- 
ty ; ſo that no Man who is a Friend either to him or his 
Countrey can be againſt it : And if duc Care be takety but 
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to pat the Navy and the Militia into good hands, I am 
well fatisfied that he hath che great Body of the Peuple lo 
entire for him, that he may very well deſpite all ſuct- Bug- 
bear pretences of the Power af any Perſons or Parties, as 
{ome have ſuggeſted and publiſhed 1n Print. Nay, and this 
which I ſay ( provided he make no Encroachment upon 
their Rights, and make bur that Inſpection into Accounts, 
that tiicy may fee they are nor unneceſlarily burden'd with 
Taxes, and keep the Sea clear, and an open and free Trade ) 
w:ll certainly more and more aftect and unite the Hearts 
of ail the People to him. 

There are two things by which crafty Courtiers uſe to im- 
poſe upon Princes, ( which in ike manner are commonly pra- 
tifed by unfaithful Servants with their Maſters of lower de- 
gree ) and thereby greatly abuſe both them and their Peo- 
ple for their own advantage. One is to divert them from 
too narrowly inſpecting Accounts and other Matters of 
State, by perſwading them «hat it is below them to trous 
ble themſelves much with ſuch matters. Another is, to keep 
them as much as raay be from that Intelligence and In- 
formation of Aﬀairs, which they might have ina free and 
enlarg'd compaſs of Converſation, by perſwading them that 
it is below their Majeſty to converſe much with any be- 
low their Nobility. -But as no honeſt men will ever uſe 
or need ſuch Arts, ſo never was any Prince Great and 
Generous that would, or truly wiſe that could be ſo im- 
pos'd upon. True Majeſty is a Compolition of Rightful 
Power, real Magnanimity of Mind in himſelf, and great Love 
and Eſteem in the Hearts of a People, —_ upon In- 
trinſick Worth and continual Communication thereof in 
ſtudying and induſtriouly promoting the common Good 
and Welfare of a Nation. Without this State and Gran- 
deur, Guards and Ceremonies, and the External Enſigns of 
Majeſty ; though they ferve a little to awe and move ad- 
miratidn in rude and barbarous People, yet among more 
intelligent People, ſuch as are a great part of thelc + 
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they rather move indignation and diſdain, and ſerve but to 
alienate their minds the more trom them who unworthily 
uſe them. And indeed tor any Man much to regard them 
and pride himſelf in them, 1s a plain indication of a low 
and narrow Soul, ignorant of the true valuation of things. 
For all the Pride of Man is a lye, and the Produtt of [g- 
norance and Foily ; whereas the Truth and a right Under- 
ſtanding of the Worth and Ule of things, cannot- but pro- 
duce at once thoſe noble Twins, the genuine Chriſtian HH#- 
mility and true Maznanimity, witi Contempr of thoſe mean 
things which the vulgar and litcle-great Men of the World 
admire. And belides by Aﬀability and a more free Con- 
verſation a Prince engageth the Hearts of all ; hath a more 
free and unconfin'd Intelligence and Information of things ; 
hath the gteater awe upon ſuch as are apt to impoſe up- 
on him ; hath an advantage to meet with better Inſtru- 
ments for his Service, than are like to be recommended by 
the heads of any narrow Faction ; and by the Choice of 
ſuch as are beſt deſerving amongſt all, raifeth an Emulati- 

on in others to qualitie themſelves better for the Service 

of himſelf and their Countrey : Whereas he who expeRs 

any great matter from theſe External Enfigns of Majeſty, 

without the Subſtance, will find it amount to no more in 

concluſion than the admiration of the moſt rude and in- 

conſiderable part of the People, and that only while his 

Graadeur continues in its height, without any conſidera- 

ble Diminution or Concuſhon. 

But, here I mult pur all ſuch as have acceſs to their Prince 
in mind of a gfeat Duty both to him and to their Coun- 
trey ; that 1s, ihat laying alide all Selt-reſpect they conceal 
nothing from him 'which they think neceſſary for him to 
know, and comes properly in their way to acquaint him 
with, though there may be ſome Danger, that thereby 
they may incurr the Diſpleaſlure of ſome great Courtier or 
Party. Every one will pretend that he is willing to ven- 
tute his Life and his Eſtate for his King and his Coun- 
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trey, which is an indication that moſt Men have a ſenſe 
that it is their Dyty ſo to do, as it is indeed : And were 
thole who pretend to that but honeſt and ſincere therein, 
there would not need many words to per{wade them to 
the conſcientions Diſcharge of this great Duty I am now 
ſpeaking of- For ir is plainly a part of that Natural Fi- 
delity and Allegiance which we ail owe to our King and 
our Countrey ; and which all who have taken the Oath 
of Fidelity are doubly oblig'd to perform. And the neg- 
le& of ic for fear of the diſpleaſure of any great Perſon 
or Party, is not only a piece of Baſeneſs and Cowardice 
but of Unfaithfulneſs to their King and Countrey ; and, 
which is more than all this, even to God himſelf : It 
not only gives the Lye to their pretences of Loyalty, but 
it is fearing the Faces of Men more than God himſelf ; and 
Diſtruſting his ProteCtion in their doing: their Duty, to 
which his Providence hath lead them. 

What I here recommend to- others, I have hitherto in 
all Sincerity and Integrity practiſed my ſelf; and being 
well ſatisfied that I was lead thereugto by the ſpecial 
Providence of God, this very Conſideration of Fidelity hath 
been a great Motive to me to do as I have done: And 
therefore that with the ſame Fidelity and Integrity which 
I have uſed all along, I may bring theſe things, which I 
have been diſcourſing, to the point in hand, I mult fay 
plainly, that as our Fleets have been this Year baffled be- 
yond the skill of any Vindicator to cover ; ſo it 1s as plain, 
that the Fault was not in our Mariners or Seamen : For, to 
do them Right and Juſtice in this caſe, it 1s believed this 
Nation was never better provided with able Seamen; and 
it is certain, there is no, part of the Nation more honeſt 
and firm for the Proteſtant Religion, the Proſperity and 
Honour of their Countrey, and the preſent Government : 
And thoſe who were at Sea, were as ready and zealous. 
to have ſhewed ſo much in action, had they been per- 
mitted by their Officers. But though we be allo as well 
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furniſh'd with able Captains, (for the Exz!iſs Genius, and 


fuch a Trade as we have, doth naturally produce a con- 
tinual ſtore of ſuch ) yet were our Men of War generally 
filled with fuch Captains and Officers, as few Merchants 
would intruſt with a Ship of Two hundred Tun. And 
I find it the common Opinion of moſt Seamen and 
Merchants I have diſcours'd with (and I have diſcours'd 
with many on purpole) that there are bur few amongſt 
them that are any way qualified for that Service. And as 
this doth neceſſarily lead us to reflet upon the Commil- 
ſioners of the Admiralty, and our Minilters of State ; ſo 
for ought Ican perceive, it is the general Opinion of our 
Merchants and Seamen, that the Commiſſioners themſelves 
( be they who they will, for I know none of them ) 
are as ill qualified for their undertaking, as the Offi 
cers they employ ; and that not only .in reſpeC&t of skill 
and abtlity, but it would tempt one to think in re- 
fpea of Fidelity alſo, if that be true, which is much 
talked on, that there have bin Lifts offered to them of 
very able Scamen for Captains and Officers, who were 
very ready to have ſerved their King and Countrey, and 
the Common Cauſe, ( though wanting not Employment or 
Eſtatesthey would neither purchaſe nor petition for any ſuch ) 
yet were all negletted: That Commiſſions indeed have 
been offered to ſome, but ſo far beneath their Quality, that 
it may be = 4 rather a Trick to aftront them, and 
make them refuſe, and then pretend they would not ſerve, 
than any honeſt intention to employ them : That, others 
who have been encouraged to raiſe men; when they had 
raiſed them aad brought them up at no little charge, have 
themſelves and: their men been turned off withour any fa- 
tisfaction. Certain it is, that this poor Nation hath been 
long devour'd and made a Prey of By a Company of gree- 
dy Vermin, who have intruded into Offices without any 
fenſe of the Service of the Publick, but meerly for their 
private advautage ; and have uſed them accordingly : and 

while 
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while we ſee the ſame evil Genius as buſie as ever, and 
fuch Diſappointments, this is {utficient ground of ſuſpici- 
on. And therelore ſince ſuch things are talked on, it is 
Fr they ſhould be look'd into : that it upon an honeſt Inquiry 
they be found ro be true, they may be duly puniſh'd and re- 
drels'd lor the future ; and it not true, that the minds of the 
Peopie may be ſatisaed upon good and folid grounds. 

As for the Puniſhment of what is paſt, it may be fit to look 
back into the Behaviour of ſome of our Gentlemen the tor- 
mer Summer, and particularly among the reſt that at 
* Baintree-bay, which I find our Sea-men think not to have 
been ſuch as it ought. But for the Buſineſs of this Sum- 
mer, be{ides the Conſideration of Juſtice and Prudence in 
other reſpects, the Eyes not only of all the Nation, but 
of all the World, are upon the King, to ſee how he will 
take it ; ſo that he cannot in honour either negleCt it, or 
{ufter it to be palliated, and himſelf abuſed with ſuch Pre- 
tences as will not paſs with Men of Underſtanding in 
the World. A Defeat in his Proſecution of this Matter 
might prove as diſhonourable to him, and almoſt as perni- 
cious to his Intereſt, as the Diſappointment ar Sea. And 
he hath the more reaſon to look to it, becauſe it is ſuſpe- 
ed that other Matters have been ſo carried as might not 
be for his Honour or Intereſt, by falſe People about him. 

And for the Redreſs of theſe Matters for the future, to 
ſay nothing of the great Importance of it to the Nation, 
and to all his Confederates 3 and how greatly he 1s oblig'd 
both by God and Man, to take a fpecial Care of it, certainly 
lic can take no betrer Method than that which I have al- 
ready mention'd ; laying aſide Ceremony and Complementr, 
ro ſend tor ſome of the moſt intelligent Merchants, that are 
intire and hearty for him ; and ſome of the moſt experienc'd 
and conliderable Sea- Captains and Commanders, who have 
been bred up in that Employment, and not corrupted in 
the late Reigns, and diſcourſe freely with them alone, and 
encourage them to be free to ſpeak their Opinions and —_— 
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kdge. By this means he himſelf may come to a true un- 
derſtanding both of Matters and Perlons, and be able to 
make a better Choice than hath yet been, or is like ro be 
made for him by others. And would he pleaſe to reſolve 
in time, to. give Commiſſions to none but ſuch as by their 
own Intereſt among the Seamen were able to bring in moſt 
Men without Prefling, and toall ſuch, we thould fee matters 
ſoon well amended. This Nation at this time, notwith- 
ſtanding all the wicked Ars which have been uſed to corrupr 
and debaſe it, doth not want Men ht for Great Ations, if 
proper Methods were uſed to invite them to it : But the 
Courſes which have been uſed of late, have been ſo well 
fitted to attrat only the Scum and Froth of the Nation, 
that they may reaſonably be thought to have been introduc'd 


and promoted by ſuch as had no great kindneſs for ir, 


What I have thus plainly and honeſtly diſcours'd, I 
doubt not but will be approvd by God, and all wife and 
honeſt Men in the World ; and may be of great uſe to the 
King, and to the Church, as well as to the whole Nation ; 
if they pleaſe to make a good uſe of it ; to begin ſpeedily, 
and in good earnett lay ſuch a good Foundation, as is re- 
commended in it ; caſt out thoſe curſed Abominations, thoſe 
natorious Examples of Wickedneſs and Impicty, out of great 
Places, and provide ſome effeQual Means for the Reforma- 
tion of the Manners of the relt: Otherwiſe I doubt it 
may ſeal up ſome heavier Judgment than we have yer 
felt ; in reſpeft of which all our Dilappointments hitherto: 
both at Seca and Land may prove but ſo many warnings. 
But as I wiſh, ſo I hope better things. 


Intended for the Service of thoſe honeſt Perſons I men- 
tion'd before, Page 45. to have added that, which { 
hope might have extricated moſt of them out of thoſe Toyls 
of Prejudice concerning the Exgliſh Conſtitution and Go- 


vernment, Which have intangled the Conlciences of many 
honelt 
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honeſt Mea-both formerly, and eſpecially ſince the late Re- 
volution; and to have ſhewed the Original Infuſion of 
that latent Poyſon which hath for a full Age and more in- 
toxicated the Heads: of many otherwiſe learned and honeſt 
Men in our Church and Univerſities ; But I am forced for 


want of leiſure to reſerve that for an APPENDIX, 
or a ſeparate Treatiſe. 
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PREPARATION for DEATH, 
Recommended in 
A LETTER to a MALEFACTOR; 
But Uſeful for all forts of People. 
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Sept. 7. 1690. 
Mr. L : 


Had really a kindneſs for yon, becauſe I had good hopes 
of you, that you might become a good Man, it it pleafed 
God to prolong your Life z and therefore have done 

already what I can for you, and ſhall be ready to do more, 
if it pleaſe God to give any opportunity. But becauſe I find 
your Caſe very dangerous in that reſpe&, conſidering what 
hath been fworn againſt you, and that this is not the firſt 
Fault, and there being great Complaints to the Privy Coun- 
cil of the frequent Crimes that are committed of that 
kind 3 infomuch tnat the Judge, who is a very good Man, 
and as tender of the Life ot a Man, as is conſiſtent with his 
Duty, cannot ſhew you that Favour that otherwiſe he 
would, the greateſt Kindneſs that I can do you, is, to in- 
ſtrat you how to improve your preſent Circumſtances, 
which it you accordingly do, it will be ten thouſand times 
better than Lite it (ef. You muſt therefore know that Ze 
Creat uſineſs and End of our mortal Life in the Fleſh is to 
work the Creature by various Exerciſes to an entire Subjectt- 


an tn the Rreat Ricrinne and malt Frxcellent Creators who _ 


(2) 
is the Father of Spirits, and hath not only a juſt and abſolute. 
Right and Domimion over us by Creation, Snftentation 
and Redemption, but is1n hinf{clt of fo tranſcendent Excel- 
lence, and ſo unconceivably Good and Gracious to his poor 
deſpicable © reatures (whereot the Love of Parents to their 
Children is but a little Repreſentation) that even Prudence 
and Gratitude, if it was well conſidered , would effe&ually 
prevail with a Man of Senſe to feek his Favour, though by 
the moſt Abtolute Sabjcction that can be conceived, were 
we not oblized to it by his :\bſolute Dominion, and ſubject 
to his Irrcfiſtable Power. And fo that this entire Subjection 
be but effeually wrought in us, it matters not whether our 
Life be long or ſhort : Be it never ſo ſhort, 1f the Work be 
bur perfectly done, it is the fame thing as it it was longer 
nay, in fume reſpe&s better 3 for then it is ſecuce 3 whereas 
till then it is in danger 3 only we are in the Hands of a 
Faithtul Creator, and have continual Occaſion of Exerciſe 
of our Dependance upon him. Now to come to jcar parti- 
calar Caſe : It ſeeerns you have ran a Courſe directly con- 
trary 3 inſtead of exerciſing your {elt to this Subjecion , 
you perhaps have never in your Lite been tenfible of any 
fach Work yon had to do; and not only not done any 
thing toward it.but dore the quite contrary 3 inſtead of ſyb- 
j-ing your Senſual Appciites to your Reaſon (which 1s the 
ficſt part of this Exercife, and what all Mankind muſt account 
for) you have ſubj&ed the Man to the Zealt in you, and 
abuſed your natural Faculties and Powers to ſerve and fſa- 
tisfie your Animal Attcctions 5 and inſtead of fubjectiag your 
Will to the Holy and Righteous External Declarations ot the 
Will of God 5 you have yielded to the ſecret Motions of the 
Apoſtate Spirits in your Animal AfﬀedGtions in Ditobedicnce 
and Rebellion agaiaſt that Holy Will of God. Ani by this 
means inſtead ot promoting the great Bulinels of your Lite, 
you have run your fcli into a worſe condition than when 
you were born and firſt began ts livez ſo that thus much 
of your Lite is not only lott, but miſ-ſpent to your own 
Damage. And now to recover all again, and pertect this 
grcat Work, for which you had a longer Lite atign'd you, 
1n {o ſhort a time as is now allowed you,yuu may think very 

hard 
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hard, if not impoſſible. But be of good comfort + Where 
Sin hath abounded, Grace hath much more abounded. God 
is able to do greater matters than this, it he'be graciouſly > 
pleaſed, in leſs time 3 but then you mult ſeek to him, and 


' do what you can to prepare your {elf for his Grace, and to 


be ready to cooperate with it faithtully. To this end you 
muſt endeavour to baniſh all thoughts of this' World, and 
even of your Temporal Lite it felt, an4 enter into ſerious 
Conſideration of the Great and Glorious Majeſty of God, 
who by his Wiſdom and Power hath Created and Governs 
the whole Univerſe, whereof the whole Farth in reſpe& of 
the reſt is but as a drop of a Bucket, and in refpe& of him 
as nothing 3 and then conſider with your ſelf, what a delpi- 
cable thing you are in compariſon of the Earth and all its 
Inhabitants, which yet altogether is iv little as I have faid in 
reſpe& of Almighty God 3 ſo deſpicable, it you were inno- 
cent and righteous 3 and therefore that you ſhould be fo in- 
fatuated as to dare to tranſgreſs the leaſt of his Commands, 
doth juſtly deſerve not only Temporal Death, and to be cut 
off from the Children of Men, to whom you have been an 
Enemy, and Conftederated with the Enemies of their Peace 
and Quiet, but Eternal Damnation, and to be for ever ſe- 
parated from his Glorious Preſence, againſt whom you have 
rebelled, and to have your part with thoſe Apoſtate Spirits, 
whoſe Motions you have obeyed, in eternal Miſery. And 
never ceaſe muſing and confidering theſe great and plain 
Truths, and lifting up your Heart to God with fervent De- 
fires and Prayers, that he will condeſcend to give you Grace, 
to enlighten your Mind, and mollifie your Heart with a 
deep Scnſe of your miſerable Condition, till you find your 
{lf fo affeted and concerned for the Favour of God and 
the Salvation of your Soul, that all Concern a1d ' Thought 
for your Temporal Life, as an inconſiderable thing in reſpe& 
of that, may wholly ceaſe ; and that your Soul be mightily 
humbled with a deep Senſe of your utter unworthineſs, that 
that Great and Glorious and moſt Holy Majeſty ſhould have 
any regard to fo deſpicable and fo finful a Wretch, with 
great Indignation againſt your Sin and Madneſs, and 


againſt thoſe curſed Apoſtate Spirity, which by their ſe- 
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eret Impreſſions have preſſed you on into all this Wicked+ 
neſs and Miſchief, When you have gotten thus far, thoſe 
wicked Spirits, when they find they can no longer keep you 
in Darkncls and Impenitence, will ſtrive to thruſt yon head- 
long-into Dzſpair, and polleſs you with dreadtul Appre- 
henſions of the Holinefs, Juſtice, and Severity of God. And 
therefore you muſt farther know, that this Great and Glo- 
rious Majeſty, though moſt Holy, Righteous and Terrible to 
the Impcmitent and Incorrigible , yet 1s of unconceivable 
Mercy, Clemency and Goodneſs to truly humble and peni- 
tent Sinners: And though he be a God of ſuch Holineſs and. 
Purity that there is no immediate Acceſs to him for ſuch de- 
ſpicable and polluted Creatures as the Children of Men, yet 
hath he in his great Mercy and Wiſdom provided a moſt 
admirable Expedient, whereby we may have acceſs to him 
at all times with Confidence and Aſſurance of Acceptance 5 
and not only Pardon of Sin, but Grace alſo, and Divine 
Power to ferve him acceptably. And this 1s by Chriſt Je- 
ſus, God and Man united in one Perſon, who having run 
the ſame Race and Exerciſe of Subjeftion by Obedience 
even to Death, and the moſt ſhameful Death, the Death of 
the Croſs, and thereby obtained Favour for us with the Fa- 
ther, him hath God exalted to be Judge both of Quick and 
Dead, and to be a Prince and a Saviour to all that obey 
him, and are united to him by his Spirit reſiding and ruling 
in their Hearts. Him hach God propoſed to be a Propitia- 
tion for us by his Pailion and Death, and raiſed up to be a 
Mediator and an Advocate for us with him in Heaven 3 and 
by him, and in his Name, all who are Seal'd with, and Par- 
takers of his Spirit, have Acceſs and certain Acceptance with 
the Father. But that you may be one of theſe, here 1s 
again, as before, ſomething to be done by you. You mult 
ruminate much upon the admirable Clemency and Goodneſs 
of God to his poor Creatures, for the recovery of them out 
of a moſt miſerable Slavery to the Powers of Darkneſs; 
and how admirable a Perſon this Chriſt Jeſus is, who having 
performed a perfe& Obedience to the Father in our Nature, 
and by his Paſſion conſecrated it, and exalted it to Heaven 
to be there as a Magnet to attraQt all who receive him, and 
__, give 
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give up themſelves to obey him: And how great a new 
Obligation this is upon us to do ſo: How great and admi- 
rable the Benefit and Advantage is to our ſelves : And there- 
fore how much common Prudence and Gratitude ſhould pre- 
vail with you for that purpoſe. And never ceaſe mufing and 
thinking thereupon, and lifting up your Heart to God in 
earneſt Deſires and Prayers in the Name of Chriſt Jeſus, and 
for his Sake, that he will be pleaſed to enlighten your Mind 
| with a clear underſtanding of theſe admirable Truths, and 

fill your Heart with ſuch Love and Admiration of his Good- 
neſs ſo demonſtrated in this admirable Perſon, that all things 
in this World, your Temporal Lite in the Fleſh, and all that 
you are or have, may- appear to you, as 1n truth they are, 
very mean and deſpicable, and nothang valuable and de- 
firable but Chriſt Jeſus, and an inſeparable Union with himz 
till you find your Heart fo affected with theſe things, that 
you become intirely reſigned in all things to the Will of 
God, be willing and even deſirous to be Partaker of the 
Sufferings of that Holy and Innocent Perſon, which you have 
juſtly deſerved, and with full purpoſe of Heart give up 
your ſelf to an entire Subjection, Obedience and Service of 
the Holy Trinity, to whom you have been dedicated in your 
Baptiſm, to all Eternity. This is a great Work indeed 3 but 
God is able to do this, and more than we can ask or think, 
in leſs time than you have to prepare for it: And if he will 
be ſo gracious to you, you will be a happy Creature, and 
have reaſon to admire and bleſs his Holy Providence, and 
abundant Grace, which by ſo admirable Means hath brought 
you to it; and then you will have nothing more to do, but 
to perform ſome other Works of true Repentance, which I 
ſhall preſently ſhew you, and wait upon God and ſtand rea- 
dy for what-ever he hall call you to. Theſe . remaining 
Works of Repentance reſpect either the particular Perſons 
you have wronged, or the State and your Country in genc- 
ral. To the particular Perſuns yon muſt make Reſtitution 
as far as you are able, pray to God to make up what is want- 
ing by his Grace and Bleſſing to them, and ſend to them and 
defire their Pardon; and heartily torgive all who have in- 
jured you, acknowledging them, what-ever they intended, 
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to have been God's Inſtram-nts for your jaſt Paniſhment 
and Correttion, and pray h2artily ©» Gad to pardon them, 
And to the State and voor -Cyunicy you muſt do whatyou 
can to make Sati-fation and Ruſtuntion by theſe means: 
You mult do what you can to break thofe wicked Combina- 
tiv7s, Confederations and raiftices, by making all the Dif- 
covery you can buth of Robvcrics and ſuch like Practices, 


and of the Ferſons who either uſe ſuch Pradtices,, or|- 


harbor, or are any way Partners with them therein. On- 
ly thus much I ſhall adviſe yon, that you do it in Charity, 
not only to your Country, but even to the MaletaQtors them- 
ſelves, {o as that they may be reclaimed if poſſible; and 
therefore do it not to any one,but to ſuch as you think moſt 
hike to uſe your Diſcoveries wiſely and charitably, with dne 


care and reſpe& even to them. And if you defire my Aſii-} 


ſrznce therein, I will endeavour to come to you on pur- 
poſe, rather than you ſhall want Afliſtance. I have no more 


now but my Prayers for you to Almighty God, that he will} 


bleſs theſe Inſtructions, make them effefual upon you, and 
by his powerful Grace perteC this great and good Work in 


your Soul, 
POSTSCRIPT. 


FT: is a common Opinion among Malefaitors, that it is a diſhonourable 
thing, and therefore odious and deteſtable, to diſcover, (which 
they call betraying) their Companions or Partuers in their Crimes. But 
this is plainly a mere vulgar Error, and a groſs Miſtake, and no leſs 
pernicious to themſelves, and to their Partners,than to their Country, 
and Mankind in Generel. The Fallacy lies in the Miſapplication of a 
true Principle. For the true reaſon why Breach of Faith and Betray- 
ing of Trnſt is ſo odions a thing among all Men, is, becauſe it is not 
only injurious tothe Perſon, but tends to the diſturbance of Humane 
Society : $9 that if it was gencrelly prattis'd, Men would not know 
how to deal one with another, and would be deprived of mutual 
Afliſtance ia many caſes, and of one of the greateſt Comforts of 
Humane Lite, But yet, as In many other Cafes, that which 1n the 
General 15 unlawful, diſhonouradle and odions, (as the taking away 
the Life of a Man) may 11 a particular caſe, under ſome certain 
Circumſtances, become a neceſſary and commendable Duty, ( as the 
Condemnation and Execution of a Mnrdercr, which is an AC both of 
Juſtice upon the Malefator, and of Charity to the reſt of Mankind, 
by preventing and diſcouraging other Murders). fa it. is in- this.-.. 


"ment 
them 
you 
eans : 
bina- 
= Diſ- 
Hhces, 
», Or 

On- 
arity, 
hem- 

and 
moſt 
1 dne 
Aſit- 
PUr- 
more 
will 

and 
rk in 


able 
vhich 

But 
) leſs 
ntry, 
1ofa 
tray= 
$ not 
nane 
now 
1tual 
$ of 

the 
way 
tain 
; the 
hof 


(7) 

diſcover a Secret committed to ones Truſt, which may lawfully be 
concealed ; but eſpecially, to Qo it for ones own advantage, and to 
the prejudice of his Confident, is common}; reputed, and very juſt- 
ly, a very baſe, unmaaly, diſhoneſt and diſhononrable thing. But 
when the Secret or Conlidence 1s In a thing wick2d and unjult, inju- 
rious to other Perſons, and to the Society whereof a Man is a Mem- 
ber, as,to his Country ; this is no ſuch Secret as can honeſtly be con- 
cealed ; becauſe it is a Breach of Charity to the injured Perſons,and 
a Violation of that Faith, which, by an antecedent and reater Obli- 
gation, is due to the whole Society, whereof he is a Member, Such 
mutual Confidences therefore are not properly Human Societies, but a 
kind of Contederacics of Enemics and Diſturbers of the proper Soci- 
ety, Peace and Welfare of Men, tending to the DeſtruCtion thereof. 
And the Hypotheſis upon which they are builr 15 for the ſame reaſon 
plainlya Deluſion, and prova'ly a Stratagei cf the Apoſtate Spirits 
and Enemies of Mankiad, to |trenythicn Ute Party and Intereſt a- 
mong Men ; ſothat as on the one hand this 15 no ſuch Truſt, as it is 
difhonourable to any Perfon to breax it, becauſe it 1s 4 wicked thing 
to engaze in it; ſo on the other hand it is a reach of Faith and Duty 
to the Society not to break bur conceal it, and thereby ſupport a 
Confederacy of Enemies and Dilturb2rs of the Peace of his Country; 
ſo that the Perſon, who. conceals what he knows of thx nature, be- 
comes acceſjary, even after his Death, to all the Evils which are 
afterward committed, and might have been prevented by his Diſco- 
very. Bciides an obTinate and wilful Conceaiment even tothe Death, 
is not only a Confirmation of that particular wicked Confederacy 
wherein the Perſon is engaged, or any way concerned or acquainted, 
but tends mightily to harden others, and foto ſrpport all fuch wick- 
ed Confederacies in general. Whereas did ſuch Perſons, at leaſt 
when apprehended, in.their Afliction become ſerious, and not ſuffer 
themſclves to be longer abuſed and impoied upon by ſach a vulgar 
Error and iDiabolicesl Delulion, but contider well, judge rightly, and 
att accordingly, ſuch wicked Confederacies conld not tubſilt for want 
of mutual Confidence, Nor 1s ſuch Concealment only 1njarious to 
divers other particular Perſons, and a Violation of that Faith and 
Love, which ail Men owe to their Country ; bat very perniciovs,and 
of evil conſe qiezrice to the Partners, and all other ſich Criminals ;, b<caui 
it encouragcth them to venture upon and pet filt in ſuch Courſes as in- 
volve them more and more in Sin, whereby they treaſure up Wrath 
againſt the Day of Wrath; and expoſe them to all thoſe temporal 
Evils, which uſvally fir{t or laſt over-take them, Whereas by tnch 
a Diſcovery, as I have recommended, the Perſons diſcovered mipht 
poſſibly be reclaimed and brovght to Repentance, at leait micht be 
hindered from ſo mnch increaling their Score, which were better for 
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that they ſhould longer protratt a miſerable Life here to the increaſe 
of their Miſery hereafter. Nor 1s It leſs pernicious to the Malefattor 
hi-ſelf. For as without true Repentance no Pardon can be expected 
with God : So whocver doth not all he can to make Reſtitution, and 
repair all the Evil and Damage he hath done, and to prevent all he 
can for the future, can be no true Penitent, holding ſtill an implicit 
Confederacy at leaſt, with wickedneſs. And as he can expect no Fa- 
vour from God, fo is he to be looked upon by Men, not as a Man of 
Honor in any reſpect, but as a reprobate,deluded,and hardned Wretch, 
an Enemy to Van-kind, and a Confederate with Death and Hell, and 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; an odiou: and deteſtable Creature, inſted 
of being in the leaſt honourable as ke vainly fancied. That, which 
only is Honourable or Commendahle in ſuch Caſe, and the only true 
Wiſdom, is, 1. To conliider ſerioully the unreaſonableneſs and wick- 
edneſs of the Crime, t:]] ſuch contideration hath produced a juſt In- 
dignation and Abhorrence of it. 2, To acknowledge ingenuouſly 
his own Folly and Impotence to yield to and be overcome by ſach a 
Temptation, what-ever it was, which induced him to itz and not ra- 
ther more manly to have born any hardſhips of a tranlitory human 
Life, than ſo baſely to have violated the Order of the Divine Provi- 
dence, which aſſigned thoſe hardihips for his Exerciſe, and the Laws 
of his Country, 3. Togive Glory to God, acknowledging the Ju- 
ſtice of his Puniſhment, and the ſpecial Providence of God, who hath 
brought him to it not only 1n Jultice, but in Mercy too, to cut off his 
Sin, for CorreCtion of his Miſcarriages, and that he may not be con- 
demned with the World, if he truly and effetually repent, as is be- 
fore directed, 4. To endeavour, as far as poſſible he can, to break 
all ſuch Confederacies, and prevent all the Miſchief which might 0- 
therwiſe be committed by a plain Diſcovery of all he knoweth. This 
indeed would be an Evidence of ſuch aChange andDiſpoſition of Mind, 
as is really valuable in the Judgment of all Good and Wiſe Men, and 
acceptable in the ſight of Almighty God, and therefore truly Honou- 
rable with others, and the trueſt wiſdom for himſelf, 

What I have here ſaid to Criminal: is fit to be conſidered by all who 
have any knowledge of any ſuch Crimes. That which they may fancy 
to be Faithfulneſs, or Charity, or Pity to Criminals,is a great Miſtake 
and Delnlion, and in truth Unfaithfaineſs and want ofrtlue regard to 
their Country, That Malefaftors bs brought to condign Puniſhment 
both Juſtice and Charity to our Country require ; which is to be pre- 
ferred bore the Conlideration ot any particular Perſon : And there- 
fore to hin:ler,or refuſe ones Alliltance tot, is to prefer a MalefaCtor, 
and deſert the Dury he ows his Country, But in other reſpects Cha- 
rity and Humanity requires more to be done for them, than uſually 
!S VT OS, 
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FOR 


The more effeftual Reſtraining and Suppreſling of 
divers notorious Sins, and Reformation of the Manners 


of the People of this Nation. 


God, and of the Proteſtant Religion, which by his wonderful Pro- 

vidence hath been Eft abliſhed and Preſerved in theſe Nations, 
ought at all times ro be the Chief Part of the Care as well of the Legill1- 
tive as Executive Power of this Kingdom ; but more elpeclally ar this 
time, after io admirable a Deliverance from io great and apparent Danger 
as lately threatned us: Ard for that End # General Reformation of the 
Lives and 7Aanners of all deprees of People of this Nation, 1s earneſtly 
deſired by all good men, and by all Means to be endeavoured, as that 
which muſt Eitabliſh both the Church and State, and ſecure to all their 
Religion, Happineſs and Peace : All which ſcem to be in great Danger at 
this time, 'by realon of the Over flowing of Vice, which is too notorious in this 
as well as other neighbouring Nations, and more particularly the Sins of 
Blaſph-my, Prophane Swearing 22d Curſing, Perjury, Prophanation of the 
Lords Day, Adultery, Fornication, and Drunkennets. 

: Therefore for the better carrying on of ſo good a Work, and for the more 
effeftnal preventing, correfling and ſuppreſſing of the Horrid and Helliſh ſins 
of BLASPHEMIE ard ogrophane Swearing and Curfing : Be it En- 
atea by the King and Queens Majeſty, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and the Commons in this preſent Pailiament aſſembled, and by the Authority 
of the ſame, That if "any Perſon not diſturbed in Brain by Sickneſs or other- 
wiſe, ſhall at any time here:fter preſume in word or wruing to Blaſpheme, 
or ſpeak,or write contemptuouſly or ſcoffingly of God bleſſed for ever, his Pro- 
wvidence, our Bleſſed Lora and Saviour Chriſt Feſus, the Holy Spirit, the Sa- 
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crea Scriptures, the Chriſtian Religion, or any of them, the Perſon and 
perſons tu nhoje preſence or hearing ſuch Offence ſhall be committed, (hall 
and are hereby required preſently to ſet down the Words expreſſing the ſaid 
{i[erce, or ſo much thereof as he or they can rememoer, and the manner 
thereof, in writing; and io give notice and teſtifie his and their Knowledze 
thereof upon Oath within the ſpace of ten dayes, unto ſome Fuſtice of the 
Peace of the County or Place where the ſame ſhall be committed, who 5 hereby 
authoriz.cd and required to adminiſter the ſaid Oath, and ta tale the Infor- 
mation of the ſaid perſons in writing. And every Juſtice of the Peace, who ſhall 
have any knowledoe of any ſuch Offence commuted, either by his. own hearing 
or view, or by any ſuch Teſtimony, or by Confeſſion of the Party, is hereby 
authorized and required to cauje the ſaid Offender to become bound to appear 
and anſwer for the ſame at the next general Gasl-deli very or Oyer and Ter- 
miner zo be holden for that County, and ito be of Good Behaviour in 
in the mean time. And likewiſe to cauſe the ſaid Witneſs and witneſſes 
to be bound over to proſecute and give Evidence againſt the ſaid Offender, who 
at the ſaid next Gael-delivery or Oyer and Terminer if it may be, or 
etherwiſe as ſoon as may be, ſhall be Indifted for his ſaid Offence, and 
upen the Tryall being fonnd Guilty, (hall forfeit the ſum of 
ene moiety thereof to the King and Queen, their Heirs and Succeſſors, and 
the other moiety thereof ro the Proſecutor, and ſhall by the Fudge, before 
whom ſuch Tryal ſhall be had, be committed to the Gaol, there to remain 
tall he or ſhe ſhall have paid the ſaid ſum, and ſhall become bound with 
two good Sureties to the Good Behaviour for the ſpace of ſeven years then 
next enſuing, in caſe it be the Parties firſt Offence of that kind: but if it 
be the ſecond Offence of which he is ſo convitted, then to be of the Gooi 
Behaviour during Life. And if it be a third Offence and Conviltion, 
rhen the Offendor ſhall be committed to the Gaol, there to remain till he or 
ſhe ſhall abjure the Realm, | 
And. be it likewiſe enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and eve- 
ry Perſon and Perſons who fhall hereafter offend by PROPHANE 
SWEARINGor CURSING, ſhall forfeit and pay for every ſuch 
Offence to the uſe of the. Poor of the Pariſh where the ſame ſhall be commit- 
ted, or if it be out of any Pariſh, to the uſe of the Poor of ſuch next ad- 
joyning Pariſh as the Fuſtice or Fuſtices hereafter mentioned ſhall appoint, ace 
cording to the Degree, and Quality of the Perſon offending, in Manner 
and Form following, that is to ſay, every Peer and Baron of this Realm, 
or other the Kings Dominions reſiding here, and every Perſon holding and 
enjoying any Barony, the ſumm of twenty ſhillings, every Baronet and Knight 
the ſumm of thirteen ſhillings an4 four pence, every Eſquire, and every 
Perſon having and enjoying any Office, Place, Dignity, Promotion, or Em- 
ployment, Ecclefraſtical or Civil, of the value of one hundred pounds per 
Annum, or mere, the ſumm of Ten ſhillings, and every Gentleman and Per- 
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ſon in Holy Orders, every Gradaate in either Univerſuy, and cviry 
Perſon having and enjoying any Office, Place, Dignity, Promotion, or 
Employment, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, under ove hundred pounds per 
annum, the ſumm of ſix ſnillings and cight pence 5 and every perſun keep 
ing any Publick, Houſe of Entertainment, and every other Perſon under the 
drgree of a Gentleman, (except Labourers and poor people) the ſurm of fre 
ſlings, and every Labourer and 6ther poor perſon, the ſumm of tw j-1ti- 
lings and ſix-pence 3 and cvery married Woman or Widow , accor- 
ding to the Degree and Q»3lity of her preſent or laſt Husbard, and in 
Caſe ſhe was never Married, according to the degree and quality of a younger 
Son of her Father. All which ſumms and forfuitures all and every perſon and 
perſons in Whoſe preſence or hearing any ſucn Offence ſka!l be commuted, are 


" bereby Authorized and required to demand for the uſe of the Poor of the 


ſaid Pariſh, and in caſe the ſame ſhall be paid, topay it overimmetintely to the 
Overſeers of the Poor for the uſe aforc/aid, And mm caſe the perſon ſo efending 
ſhall upon ſuch demand reſuſe to pay the ſumm by kim ſo forfeited, then 
the ſaid perſons in whoſe preſence or hearing the ſaid Offence ſhall be com- 
mitted, ſhall, and ave hereby required preſently thereupon to put the words 
expreſſing the Offence into Writing, under his and their Hands, and to grve 
notice of the ſaid Offence, demand and refuſal, and to teſtifie his or their 
knowledge thereof upon Oath within the ſpace of ten dayes unto ſome Fuſtice 
of the Peace, of the County or Place where the [ame Offence ſhall be com- 
mitted, who is hereby authorized and required to adminiſter the ſaid Oath, 
and thereupon (unleſs the Offendor be a Peer, or ſuch other great Man of 
this Realm, as in this Att hereafter is mentioned) to dirett and ſend his 
Warrant to the Conſtable, Tythingman, Church-Wardens and Overſeers of 
the poor of ſuch Pariſh as aforeſaid, or of the Pariſh where the Offendor ſhall 
3nhabit, thereby commanaing them or ſome one or more of them to levy the ſumm 
and ſumms ſo forfeited for the uſe of the poor of ſuch pariſh as aforeſaid, and 
likewiſe the like [umm to be paid to ſuch Witneſs and Witneſſes, for his and 
their time, travel and pains employed about any ſuch Information, by di- 
ſtreſs and ſale of the Goods of ſuch Offendor, rendering unto him or her the, 
overplus : And in caſe no ſnch Diſtreſs can be bad, to apprehend th: ſaid Offer. 
doy, and him or her to bring before the ſaid Fuſtice or |ome other Fuſtice of the 
Peace of the ſaid County or place, who is hereby required to commit the 
ſaid Offender to the common Gaol, there to remain until the ſaid Off«ndor 
ſhall have paid the ſeveral ſumms aforeſaid, and full Cofts and Charges to 
be taxed by the ſaid Fuſtice for Apprehending and Conveying of ſuch Of. 
fendors to the Gaol, if ut be the firſt Convittion for ſuch Offence : But if the 
ſaid Offendor ſhall have been before convilted as aforeſaid of the like Offence 
and obſtinate Refuſal, then to remain there until the ſaid Offendor ſhall 
moreover become bound before the Juſtices of the Peace at their General 
Quarter Seſſions, or the Fudge of ix, General Gaol Delivery, or Oyer 
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and Terminer, to be of the Good Behaviour for the ſpace of then 
next enſuing. But in caſe it ſhall appear to the ſaid Fuſtice, by Confeſſion of the 
p-irty, or otherwiſe, that the Offendor ſo conviited is nut able to pay the 
ſaid ſever 1 ſumms, then the [aid Ofendar ſhall be ſet in the Stocks for 
three whole heurs for his firſt Offence, and ſhall. be ſo ſet in the Stocks, 
and moreover ve publickly whtp'd, not excecding ren laſhes for the ſecond, 
and cvery other Off ence afterward, 

1.14 bicauſe it is feund by common Experience, that Exceſs in Drink. 
ing dnth, beſides other inconveniences, very much diſpoſe people to profane 
Swearing ; and that ſuch Exceſſes are uſually prometedly DRINKING 
HEALTHS: Be zt therefore enaited by the Authority aforeſaid, that 
every perſon who ſhall begin or pledze any Health, ſhall forfeit and jay as 
is before enaited for proghane Swearing, to be levyed in like manner, and 
for the ſame Uſes ; and all perſons preſent required to demand the for- 
feiture, and give Information of the Refuſal, if any be, as in the ſaid 
Caſe ts appointed, and the Tujtice thereupen to proceed accordingly, 

Provided, and it is hereby further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any Peer of the Reaim, Prelate, or other perſon expreſſed in the 
Statute of 2 Ri. 2, entituled, The Penalty for telling of landerous Lyes 
of the great Men of the Realm, or any Baron of the Exchequer, upon 
commirting any ſuch Offcace of Prophane Swearing or Curſing, as afore- 
ſaid, ſhall refuſe ro pay the Penalty thereby forfeited, being demanded as 
aforeſaid, the Juſtice of the Peace before whom juch Information ſball be 
Liver, ſhalt cauje a Copy of the ſaid Informatian to be delivered to the 
ſaid Offendor, his Lady or Steward, and ſhall bind over the Witneſs and 
hrs to proſecute and give Evidence of the faid Offence, Demand and 
Refuſal at the next Gavl-Delivery, or Oyer and Terminer to be holden 
for the County, or Diviſion. Where ſuch Offendor having notice as afore.- 
ſaid, ſhall be obliged to appear and Travers his Endiftmemt. Aud in caſe 
he ſhall not appear, or npon his Appearance and Travers ſnll be found 
Gwilty, he ſhall incurr the ſeveral Diſabilities hertafter mentioned, and 
forfeit the ſumm of twerty pounds, one moity to the King and Queen, ana 
the other to the Proſecuicr or Proſecutors. 

And becauſe it may be feared that Perjury is often committed in this 
Vation by the Neglett of Officers and perſons [worn to the due performance 
of their Offices, Places, and Employments, or Duties : Be ut therefore En- 
atted by the Authority aforeſaid, for the preventing the like for the future, 
that every wilfil negieft after the 2%. day of Jane neat, of any Offi- 
cer or other perſon, auly ſworn 10 the performance of any Office, Place, 
Empleyment, or Duty, inthe due per formancethereof, ſhall be deemed and ad 
judged Perjury, and be proſecuted and puniſhed @s ather Perjury. by the 
Law of this Land. | 

And for the more effeftual Extcniion of the Statutes heretofore maths for 

the 
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the Reformation of ſundry Abuſes, and better Obſervation of 

the LORDS DAY, commanly called Sunday, be it likge- 37: 1c. 
wiſe Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That all and eve. * _ 
ry Conſtable, Tythingman, Hecadbarouzh, Church-Waraen, 
and Overſeer of the poor, and other Officers in their reſpeftive Pariſh- 
es, may and are hireby authorized and required upon notice of any 
Offence comrary to the ſaid Statutes, or either of them, inunediately ro 
repair to the place where any ſuch Offence is ſaid to be committed, and ups 
on their own view thereof, without any Warrant from any Juſtice of Peace 
to ſeize all ſuch Goods as they ſhall at any time find expoſed to ſale, con- 
trary to the ſaid Statutes or either of th:m, and to diſpoſe thereof as by the 
ſaid Statutes, ur either of them ts diretted ;, a;:d likewiſe ro ſtop, appre- 
hend, and ſecure all perſons offending againſt the ſaid Statutes, or either 
of them, and them to carry: before ſome FuSice of th: Peace, to be dralt 
wich according to the Law, unl. js the ſatd Offendor” and Offen4r5 ſhall 
forthwith pay the penalty forfeited by the ſaid Statutes to ſuch Officer or 
Officers. 

And for ſuppreſſing of the brutiſh Sins of ADULTERY aud FOR- 
NICATION, Be tr alſo cnatted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if 
any Man after. the tenth day of June, in this preſent year of our Lord, 
1690. ſhall have the carnal knowledze of the Body of any Woman other 
than his Wife, (except in the caſe of a Rapt,) or ſhall be found in Bed, 
or in any ſuch poſture of Nakedneſs, with any other Woman than his Wife, 
from which it may be reaſonably preſum'd that any ſuch Att of carnal Ca- 
pulation was committed by the [21d parties, either of the ſaid parties being 
at the ſame time-in the State of lawful Matrimony with any other perſon not 
abſent beyond the Seas, or otherwiſe unknown to the ſais party to be living, 
by the ſpace of ſeven years, the ſame ſhall be taken, reputed, and adjudg- 
ed lawful and ſufficient Evidence of ADULTERY, and the ſaid par-' 
ties being thereof convitied by Verditt upon Indiit ment or preſent ment bes 
fore any Judge or Fuſtices of Gaol Delivery, or Oyer and Terminer, ſhall 


ſuffer Death as un caſe .of Felony, without benefit of Clergy : But if nei- 


ther of the ſaid parties be at the ſame time in ſuch State of Matrimony, 
the ſame (hall be taken, reputed, and adjudged lawful and ſuffictent Evi- 
dence of Fornication only, for which being thereof convitted as aforeſaid, 
each of the ſaid perties (yall for every ſuch Offence be committed to the 
common Gaol without Bail or AMainprize, there to continue for the ſpace 
of and further until he or ſhe reſpettively ſnall give Security, to be 
taken by one or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace of the ſaid County or 
place, 10 be of the Good Behaviour for the [pace of Tear then next 
enſuing, if it be the firjt Offence, .but if the ſccond far the ſpace of 
Tears, ard if the third auring life, 

Provided that ro Attainaer by vertus hereof ſhall extend to Corruption 


of 
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«fem or forfciture of the Eſtate real or Perſonal of the perſon ſo at- 
f aNtca. 
Arid for the bitter preventing of the ſaid Sins for the time to come, be 
7 Enatlcd by the Authority aforeſaid, That the Conſtable, or Tythingman, 
ana. the Church-}Vardeis of every pariſh for te time being, ſhall once eve- 
ry Month at leaſt, oreftener if they ſee cauſe, make ailigent enquiry through- 
our their reſpcitive Pariſhes, to diſcover ail perſons who ſhall proſtitute 
remſelves as common Strumpets, and ſhall certifie the Names, or reputed 
LVames, and the places of abod: of all ſuch perſons as they ſhall find either 
by Information of Wei: Gbours, or other probable circumſtances to be ſuſpici- 
ous m that reſpects, unto fome Tuſtice of the Peace reſiding tm or ncar their 
reſpective Pariſhes, who upon receipt of ſuch Certificate, ſhall dire his 
IVarrant to the Conſt able or Officer of the Pariſh where any ſuch ſuſpeted 
per ſon ſhall be found, to bring before him all or any ſuch fnfhoned perſon or 
perſons : And ſhall examine her or them, and ſuch Witneſſes as ſhall appear 
1 their behalf, concerning their way and courſe of livelihood. wor that 
all ſuch perſons ſo ſuſpetted, and not being able to give a good account of 
themſelves, ſhall be puniſhed as | agabonds, and fturdy Beggars are liable to 
be puniſhed by vertue of the Statute made in the 39th year of the Reign of the 
late Queen Elizabeth in that behalf. 

rd be it further Enafted, that all ſuch Perſons as ſhall keep Houſes of 
bawary, or wittingly and knowingly admit lewd Perſons, Men and Women, 
2nto their Houſes to Commit Uncleanneſs, or ſhall receive, or continue to en- 
tertain in their Houſes as Lodgers or otherwiſe any common Strumpet, know- 
1mg that ſhe continueth ſuch her lewd Courſe of Life, or ſhall wittingly and 
triowingly procure AMectings between Men and Women in order to their com- 
ruttins Adultery or Fornication together, ſhall forfeit for the firſt Offence 
the ſumme of 5 l. and for the ſecond the ſumme of 101. together with Coſts 
of Sut ro be recovered by Aftion of Debt, Bill, plaint or Information, at the 
feat of ſuch Perſon as will proſecute for the ſame, to and for his or their own 
uſe, :n which no Eſſoyn, Proteflicn or Wager of Law ſhall be allowed : And 
7 default of ſuch proſecution within ſix Months after each ſeveral Offence, ſhall 
forfert the like ſumm and ſumms, being thereof Convitted by Preſentment or 
Indiftment before the Juſtices of the Peace at the Quarter Seſſions to be held 
for ſuch County, Diviſion, or Place where any ſuch Offence ſhall happen to be 
committed as aforeſaid : One moicty to the King, and the other to the Poor 
of the Pariſh where the Offence ſhall be committed. Ana moreover for ſuch ſe- 
con.d Offence ſhall be ſet 1n the Pillory m the next Market-Town or open Place : 
And for the third Offence upon Convittion ſhall abjure the Realm. 

And be it further enaftcd for the «nd and purpoſe aforeſaid, that no Per- 
fon whatſoever keeping or that keep any publick Tavern, — Tipiing 
houſe, or other Houſe of common Entertainment within the Cities of London or 


\W<ſtminſter, or Burrongh of Southwark, or places adjacent, ſhall keep any 
| rgan 
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Organ or other Inſtrument or Inſtruments of Muſich for the Entertainment 
of Gueſts, on pain of forfeiting the ſumme of 20 |. being thereof lawſuily con- 
viited upon Prefentment or Indictment at. the Quarter-ſeſſions of the Peace, 
and upm the further penalty of being diſabled to fell Ale, Wine, or other Li- 
quors by Retail for the ſpgee of a twelve Month after ſuch Convitlion. And 
every perſon ſo convitte yet ſelling any ſuch liquors, contrary to this Att, 
ſpall be puniſhed as ſelling the ſame without Licenſe, 

And be it further Enatted by the Authority aforeſaid, that if any IVomen 
or Woman ſhall at any time after Sun-ſet and before Sun-riſing be entertain'd 
or received. into any. Tavern, Ale-houſe, or other publick, Houſe of Enter- 
tainment as Gueſt or Gueſts ( except in Caſe of Travellers received into theiy 
Inns ) then the Maſter, Miſtriſs or Dame of ſuch Tavern or Houſe upon 
proof thereof made before one or more Juſtice or Juſtices of the Peace ſhall 
forfeit 40 s. Unleſs the ſaid Maſter, Miſtriſs or Dame, ſhall prove by good 
and ſufficient Teſtimony, that ſuch Woman and Women are ef good Behaviour 
and, Reputation : And if afterwards the ſaid Maſter, Miſtreſs or Dame, 
ſhall permit the like Offence, the ſaid Tavern or Houſe ſhall be taken and 
deem'd a. Bawdy-houſe, and the ſaid Maſter, MiſtriſS and Dame, ſhall be 
puniſhed as Keeper thereof. 

And be it further Enalted by the Authority aforeſaid, that if any Offender 
Within this Af ſhall not be Conviited and Paniſhed by the Juſtice of Peace, 
nor proſecuted at the Suit of any Party, as is by this Aft direfted within the 
ſpace of Months after the Offence committed, that then the ſaid 
Offender ſhall and may be Proſecuted at the Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace, or 
at the Aſſizes holden for the County woere the Offence is committed, by In- 
diftment or Information within one Tear after the Offence committed, 

And be it alſo Enatted by the Authority aforcſaid, that when and as of 
ten as any Perſon ſhall be Convitted upon Indlift ment for any Offence contrary 
to this Aft, the Fudge, Tuſtice and Tuſtices before whom the Convidtion ſhall 
be, ſhall immediately thereupon ſignifie the fame to the Biſhop of the Dio- 
cels where the Offence ſhall be committed, to the end that he may thereupon pre 
ceed to EXCOMMUNICA TION of the Offender,who ſhall not be abfolved but 
by ſpecial Order of the Biſhap, upon Certificate by the Parſon or Vicar, and 
Church-Wardens of the Pariſh where the Offender ſhall inhabit, that the ſaid 
Offender ſhall on ſome Loras- Day in the Morning ummediately after the Creed 
appointed for the Communion Service, in the body or greateſt Ile of the ſaid 
Pariſh Church have publickly confeſſed his or her Offence, and ſolemnly de- 
clared his or her unfeizned Sorrow «nd Repentance for the ſame. 

And be it alſo Enafted by the Authority aforeſaid, thar no Perſon Excom- 
municated or bound to be of Good Behaviour, or Convitted of any Crimie or 
Offence by Virtue or in purſuance of this Aft, ſhall be admitted to Vote or ſit 
in Parliament, or be capable to be Elelted to ſerve in Parliament, or to Aft 
as Fudze, Fuſtice of the Peace, or Miniſter of Fuſtice, or to perform any pub- 


lick Eccleſiaſtical Office within the Kingdomef England or Dominion of Wales, 
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or. to maintain any Ation of the Caſe for Scandalous Words, ' or upon the" Sta- 
tte de Scanddlis Magnatum, antil be ſhall be duely diſcharged of his Sevuri- 
ty for rye food Bihaviour, and be abſolved from ms \Excommunicdtion as 
afureſaid 5 ard ſhall have paid and performed ail Forfeitures, Pains, Penal- 
ties, Coſts and Charges, incurred, forfeited, wy. f impoſed by Virtue of | 
this At, any Priviledge of Parliament or other ever in any wiſe not- 
withſtanding. v.34 
Provided that. no Perſon, excommunicate by Vertue or un purſuance of this 
Ad, ſhall by reaſon of any ſuch Excommunication mcurr or ſuffer any other 
temporal Puniſhunent, Diſability or Intommodity than is by this Act appointed 
or Ordained, any Law, Statute, Canon, Uſage or Cuſtom 'to the*- contrary 
in any Wiſe notwithſtanaing. 
Hind becauſe the Effift of all Laws, and the Honour of the Government 
that reſpet doth depend upon the due Execution thereof, to the end that this 
AT way bethe more effettually put in Execution, be it Enatted by the Autho- 
rity aforeſaid, that the ſame ſhall: be padblickly read in ail Cathedral Col- 
tegiate and Pariſh Churches, and in ail Chappels, where the Common Prayers 
u'ually are or ou7ht to ve read, immediately after the Creed appointed for the 
Communion Service, on ſome Lords- Day before the 24th. day of June next, 
and afterwards once every Tear upon'the ſecond Lords- Day «n Match ; and 
that for that purpoſe ut ſhall be provided by the Church-Wardens of every 
Pariſh, at the charge f ther reffedline Pariſhes : And that all Conſtsbles, 
Tything-men, Headborougks and Church- wardens ſhall at the time of their 
Entrance upon their veſpeftive Offices be Sworn to put this Act in due Exe- 
cution, and to give Information of all Offences commuted in their reſpettive + 
P:riſs, or by any perſon of the ſame Pariſh contrary to this Att, or to the 
Sraru:cs againſt Drunkennels, unto ſome Fuſt ice of the Peace of the ſame 
County 07 Place within ten Dayes after the ſame ſhall come to their knowledge, 
according ro their beſt Shall and Underſtanding : And alſo that this Aft ſhall 
be given m Charge to the Grand Jury by the Judges and Juſtices at their ſe- 
viral Aſſizes and Quarter-Seſſions, to enquire and preſent the ſeveral Offences 
aforeſard, and all Negletts of Juſt ices, Conſtables, Charch-Wardens and other 
Oſjicers and Perſons in the due Execution thereof. | 
And be it alſo Enafled, that the Tuage, Fuſtice and Juſtices, before'whom 
any Per on ſhall be Convitted of any Offence by Vertue of this Ach, ſhall Or- 
der and cauſe to be paid unto ſuch Proſecutor and Proſecutors, as ſhall other-- 
wiſe receive no benefit by this Act, and to the ſeveral Witneſſes, ſuch reaſona- + 
- ble Coſts and Charges, .and in /uco manner, as he or they ſhall-think fit: And 
that in any Action brought a74inſt any Juſtice, Conſtable, or" other Officer 
or Perſon for any thing dene by Vertue or in purſuance of this Alt," the De" 
fendant may Plead the General Iſſue, and give the ſpecial matter, 3t*Evi- 
dence, and upen Verditt for him or Non-ſuit of the Plamtiff ſhall recover his 
treble. Coſts. 4-15 | 4 . 
The END. :. 
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